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Prayer  time  continued  until  nearly  midnight.  Glenn  Sheppard,  standing  at  far  right, 
is  special  assistant  in  Spiritual  Awakening,  Evangelism  Section,  Home  Mission 
Board.  Kneeling,  second  from  left,  is  Arthur  Blessitt,  speaker  on  Friday  evening. 
(More  pictures  are  on  page  3.) 


enrollment  is  significant  ment  is  predicted  to  increase  by  0.9  10,774,  to  a  new  total  of  1,784,845.  Last 

•it-  enr<"“nent  percent,  or  9,900,  to  a  new  total  of  year  Southern  Baptists’  training  prog- 
fluUion  mark  for  the  first  1,109,943.  This  will  be  the  second  in-  ram  experienced  a  gain  of  more  than 
W.  The  increase  of  12,392  crease  in  a  row  for  WMU,  following  40,000.  ( Charts  on  page  2 ) 
consecutive  year  for  a  three  years  of  losses.  (The  Sunday  School  Board  has  two 

increase.  Enrollment  in  church  training  is  Jim  Lowrys.  One  in  communications. 

Missionary  Union  enroll-  projected  to  drop  by  0.6  percent  or  This  writer  works  in  research  J 


By  Jim  Lowry 

•  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Sta- 
]fi  tistical  projects  in  nine  key  program 
and  interest  areas  of  Southern  Baptist 
life  predict  smaller  gains— along  with 
two  decreases  —  than  in  last  year’s 
banner  totals. 

All  nine  areas  increased  in  1960  for 
[ome  the  first  time  since  1961. 
tj,e  Increases  are  predicted  this  year  in 
sippi  enrollments  in  church  membership, 
1ilar  Sunday  School,  church  music,  Wo- 
rieta  * man  s  Missionary  Union  and  Brother- 
flrs(  hood,  plus  mission  expenditures  and 
total  receipts.  Baptisms  will  be  down 
o{  from  last  year  and  Church  Training  is 
Con-  projected  to  have  a  small  loss. 
con_  Baptisms  are  predicted  to  decrease 
or  us  from  1980  by  6:9  percent,  or  29,652,  to  a 
js  t0  total  of  400,090,  topping  the  400,000 
cl)es  plateau  for  only  the  10th  time,  accord- 
tual  ing  to  projections  made  by  the  re- 
5_is  search  services  department  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  SchoolBoard. 

The  projections  are  based  on  reports 
»  from  23 .899  Southern  Baptist  churches 
|  across  the  nation.  The  final  statistical 
|  count,  which  will  be  completed  in  Feb- 
f  ruary  of  1982,  will  be  based  on  Uniform 
1  Church  Letters  submitted  by  some 
j  36,000  churches.  The  final  figures  also 


“Spiritual  awakening - 
necessary  if  we  survive 


By  Anne  McWilliams 

Four  hundred  seventy-seven  from  14 
states  registered  for  the  Mid-South 
Regional  Conference  on  Prayer  for 
Spiritual  Awakening  held  Dec.  10-12  at 
Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson.  Local  people  swelled  the 
night  attendance  to  750  or  800.  Fifty- 
two  association  in  the  state  were  rep¬ 
resented,  and  120  churches. 

“I  am  convinced  that  our  major 
problem  today  is  that  we  are  handling 
the  Word  of  God  rather  than  the  Word 
of  God  handling  us,”  Jim  Hylton  told 
his  audience  on  Friday  afternoon. 
“Most  people  cannot  have  revival  be¬ 
cause  they  are  trying  to  have  reyival. 
Revival  only  comes  from  God.  It  is  a 
giftofGod.  .  .  .  If  you  have  Christ'then 
you  already  have  revival  inyou.”  Hyl¬ 
ton,  pastor  of  Lake  County  Baptist 
Church,  Fort  Worth,  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance,  too,  of  confession— not  only 
confession  of  sins,  but  confession  “of 
what  God  has  done  for  us  through  his 
mighty  works  of  grace.” 

Other  speakers  included  Glenn 
Sheppard,  Charles  Culpepper,  Jack 
Taylor,  Lewis  Drummond.  Robert 
Coleman,  and  Arthur  Blessitt.  Tapes 
of  all  the  messages  are  available  from 
Wayne  Long  Taping  Service.  Box  145, 
Lambert,  MS  38643. 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by 


No  Record 
next  week 


The  staff  of  the  Baptist 
Record  wishes  all  of  you  a 
Christmas  of  true  giving 
and  one  that  will  bring 
warm  memories. 

The  next  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
cord  will  be  dated  Jan.  7, 
1982.  The  issue  of  Dec.  31 
will  be  skipped  to  conform 
to  the  paper’s  postal  ag¬ 
reement  which  calls  for  50 
issues  per  year. 


will  include  the  total  number  of 
churches  participating  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

The  projections  may  differ  slightly 
from  the  final  figures  because  of  nor¬ 
mal  statistical  sampling  error,  but 
they  are  expected  to  be  very  close  to 
the  final  report. 

Mission  expenditures  and  total  re-  , 
ceipts  are  expected  to  increase  by  10.8 
and  11.0  percent,  respectively.  Expen¬ 
ditures  increase  of  843,361,947  is  sec¬ 
ond  only  to  last  year’s  record  increase 
oCtnore  than  $45  million.  Totals  of  mis-  -4- 
sion  expenditures  have  risen  signif¬ 
icantly  in  the  last  three  years  over  fi-  ai 
gures  from  the  middle  1970s  when  the  Sl 
amount  was  consistently  between  $18 
and  $27  million. 

Total  receipts  are  predicted  to  in¬ 
crease  by  more  than  $273  million  to  a 
total  of  $2, 756,846, 561.  This  is  a  record 
dollar  increase  for  receipts,  but  not  a 
record  percentage  gain. 

The  church  membership  gain  of  1.2  , 

percent  will  push  the  estimated  1981 
total  to  13,770,090,  an  increase  of  more 
than  163,000.  This  percentage  gain  is 
one  of  the  smallest  ever  made  in 
chnrch  membership.  The  smallest  in¬ 
crease  on  record  was  in  1978,  which 
was  0.9  percent. 

Program  areas  which  are  projected 
to  increase  include  Sunday  School,  the 
largest  Southern  Baptist  program, 
with  a  gain  of  more  than  59,000.  or  0.8 
percent,  bringing  that  total  to  announced  without  comment,  came 
7,492,872.  It  is  the  second  consecutive  '  ‘ 

gain  for  Sunday  School  enrollment.  students  at  state  colleges  and  univer- 

The  program  of  church  music  is  pro-  sities  have  a  constitutional  right  to 
jected  to  have  the  largest  percentage  ' 
gain,  with  3.3  percent,  or  50,404,  to  a  8-1  court  majority  in  that  case,  how- 
total  of  1,577,801.  ever,  Justice  Lewis  F.  Powell  Jr. 

The  2.5  percent  estimated  gain  for  warned  that  the  decision  should  not  be 

Missionaries  in  Libya 
make  decision  to  leave 

TRIPOLI,  Libya  (BP)— Southern  ganized  by  a  group  of  American  oil 
Baptists’  only  missionary  family  in  company  employees  and  military  per- 
Libya  has  decided  to  leave  as  urged  by  sonnel  three  years  before  they  arrived 
the  American  government.  ,  in  1965.  American  military  personnel 

Harold  and  Dorothy  Amos  Blanken-  pulled  out  of  the  country  in  1970,  but 
ship,  from  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  American  oil  company  personnel  have 
reported  by  telephone  Dec.  14  that  remained, 
their  departure  would  be  dependent  on  The  youngest  of  the  couple’s  three 

when  exit  visas  are  approved.  Unless-  children,  Franklin,  14,  is  in  Libya  with 
they  are  able  to  get  their  residence  them, 
visg  renewed,  they  will  be  required  to  T  , 
leave  by  Dec.  21,  but  they  hope  to  stay  |  Pfl  If  f»a  lie 
until  the  first  week  in  January  in  order 

to  spend  Christmas  with  members  of  J  ’  ^ 

their  church.  They  are  planning  a  HUSSIOIIS  QirCCtOI 
Christmas  luncheon  in  their  home.  Leake  County  Baptists  have  called 

The  Blankenships  plan  to  transfer  to  Henry  Adams  as  director  of  Missions, 
another  middle  eastern  country  when  If.  C.  Smith  is  retiring  at  the  end  of 
they  leave  Libya.  MHHHH1981  after  serving 

“We  count  on  the  prayers  of  people  as  Leake  director  of 

back  home.  '  said  Mrs  Blankenship.  missions  11  years, 

adding  that  everything  was  normal  Adams  assumes 

and  quiet  in  Libya  Her  husband  had  ^^^|H^^Hduties  Januarv 
reported  earlier  that  about  50  people,  a  He  is  a  native 

normal  crowd,  attended  regular  ser-  --iki-  Countain. 

vices  of  the  English  language  Baptist  ^HV^^^Hordained  by  Pleas- 


hristmasin  the  Cottonpatch 

is  in  the  Cottonpstch,  ■  eight  -  'Hfghway  5  WWwoSn  Hickory  Flet  and  Ashland,  at  8 p  m.,  Dec. 
elite  of  Christ.  The  program  is  18-27.  (Picture  by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Autry,  widow  of  the  former  pastor 
(now  it  grows  soybeans)  on  ot  Pine  Grove  Baptist  Church.)  S 


Mississippians  appointed 
to  Foreign  Mission  Board 


High  school  students 
can’t  meet  to  pray 

By  Stan  Hastey  interpreted  as  signaling  a  similar  re- 

WASHINGTON  (BP)— A  group  of  suit  in  the  New  York  case, 
high  school  students  seeking  to  hold  She  students  at  the  Guilderland,  N. 
prayer  meetings  at  their  upstate  New  Y.,  High  School  took  their  principal, 

York  school  lost  their  legal  battle  here  superintendent  of  schools  and  school 
as  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  declined  to  board  to  court  nearly  three  years  ago 
review  two  lower  federal  court  rui  ings  after  principal  Charles  Ciaccio  and  the 
against  the  students.  board  refused  to  grant  them  permis- 

The  action,  taken  unanimously  and  sion  to  conduct  prayer  meetings  inside 

the  school  either  before  or  after  the 
just  one  week  after  a  major  ruling  that  school  day. 

But  twice,  in  the  U.S.  District  Court 
for  the  Northern  District  of  New  York 
worship  on  campus.  In  writing  for  an  and  at  the  Second  Circuit  Court  of  Ap- 
•  i  — 4  *-  peals,  the  students  lost.  They  asked  the 

Supreme  Court  last  year  to  hear  their 
appeal,  claiming  that  the  court  of  ap¬ 
peals  decision  “ignores  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  right  of  millions  of  students  to  be 
free  of  governmental  control  of  their 
associations  and  the  free  flow  of 
ideas.” 

They  also  claimed  that  in  the  use  of 
school  property  for  religious  purposes, 

“a  high  school,  during  non-school 
hours,  is  identical  to  a  college  or  uni¬ 
versity.” 

By  rejecting  thosfe  claims,  the 
Supreme  Court  let  stand  the  October 
1960  court  of  appeals  ruling  which  held 
in  part  that  school  officials  had  a 
“compelling  state  interest"  in  refus¬ 
ing  the  students'  request.  Sanctioning 
the  prayer  meetings,  the  lower  court 
ruled,  would  have  violated  the  no  es¬ 
tablishment  of  religion  clause  of  the 
First  Amendment  “by  creating  an  un¬ 
constitutional  link  between  church  and 
state.” 

Further,  the  Circuit  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  held  in  its  unanimous  ruling, 

“the  prayer  meetings  would  create  an 
improper  appearance  of  official  sup¬ 
port,  and  the  prohibition  against  im¬ 
permissibly  advancing  religion  would 
be  violated.” 

School  officials  were  further  jus- _ _ _ _ _ _ 

- ,  _ tified  In  denying  the  request,  the  ruling  director  for  the  Lauderdale  Bap- 

int  Hill  Baptist  went  on,  in  that  they  would  have  been  ti,t  Association  He  lives  in  Meridian. 

forced  to  monitor  the  student  group  to  .  wf,ere  ^  has  maintained  a  home  for 


A  Ridgeiand  pastor;  his  wife,  a 
nurse;  and  a  Philadelphia  high  school 
teacher  and  his  wife  are  among  mis¬ 
sionaries  appointed  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Five  couples  and  one  single  adult 
have  Mississippi  ties  in  the  December 
appointment  to  foreign  service. 

Rodrick  and  Caroline  Conerly  of 
Ridgeiand  will  go  to  Lima,  Peru  where 
he  will  be  a  genera!  evangelist.  She 
plans  work  in  a  well  baby  clinic  as  a 
volunteer. 

Tom  and  Robbie  Pettey  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  will  work  in  Nigeria  where  he  will 
be  a  seminary  maintenance  worker. 
This  is  a  renewable  four  year  term  for 
the  Petteys. 

Conerly.  until  appointment,  has 
been  pastor  of  Trace  Ridge  Baptist 
Church  and  she  has  been  a  nurse  at 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  in 
Jackson, 

He  was  born  in  Osyka  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College.  He 
earned  master  of  divinity  and  doctor  of 
ministry  degrees  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Conerly  served  as  pastor  Of  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non  Church,  Liberty;  and  of  churches 
in  Holden  and  Olla,  La. 

Caroline  Powell  Conerly.  who  con¬ 
siders  Osyka  her  hometown,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  Medical  Center  and  is  a  regis¬ 
tered  nurse. 

The  Conerlys  have  two  children: 
Gary  Wayne,  bom  in  1971;  and  Julia 
Ann,  bom  in  1975. 

(Continued  on  page  2) 


The  Conerlys 


Retirement 
is  old  hat 
to  Johnson 


What  gift  can  I  give 


JHHChurch,  and  has 
Adams  served  churches  In 
Leake,  Neshoba,  and  Newton  Coun- 


Wouldn’t  it  be  great  to  add  to  our  list  for  holiday  giving  emotional  | 
They  cost  nothing,  but  are  the  most  precious  presents  you  can  giveto 
friends  and  family. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  said,  “The  ONLY  gift  is  a  portion  of  one’s  s 
And  that’s  what  these  12  gifts  are— gifts  of  you.  They  cost  nothing,  but  1 
effects  can  !ast  a  Hfetime. 

Add  these  to  your  list  next  year  and  shop  EARLY. 

THE  GIFT  OF  TIME— In  our  busy  world,  the  phrase  "  J  don’t  have 


Bennett  of  SBC  visits 
China  with  evangelicals 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)—  very  little.  Far  more  effective,  he  said,  Wade.  I’But  we  wMted  Brez^v  to 
Forty-five  Tarrant  Baptist  Associa-  are  the  efforts  of  American  Jews  for  know  that  here  are  45 
tion  pastors  have  signed  a  telegram  their  Russian  counterparts.  pastor  repl  churches  who  imow  about 

asking  Soviet  President  Leonid  After  Vins’  familiar  recitation  of  the  situation  and  are  °ffend^by  it 
Brezhnev  to  release  three  Baptist  pas-  persecution  in  the  Soviet  Union,  Vms  said  they  were  impmoned 
tors  from  Soviet  prison  where  Georgi  Charles  Wade,  pastor  at  Arlington’s  cause  of  their  evai^elisUc  eUorts  as 
Vins  says  they  are  being  held.  First  Baptist  Church,  said  he  was  are  122  other  Baptist  leaders.  Vins 

vins  says  tney  are  neing  going  to  send  a  telegram  to  Brezhnev,  speaking  through  an  interpreter,  said 

Vins  former  Russian  Baptist  pastor  Forty-four  joined  him  asking  that  American  Christians  do  not  realize  toe 
exiled  to  the  United  States  in  1979,  told  Pyotr  Rumachik,  Yakov  Skomyakov,  religious  persecution  suffered  by 
toels^ciation’s  pastors  and  Dimitri  Minyakov,  all  ill,  be  Soviet  Baptists, 
conference  that  American  Christians  treato^humanely  and  immediately  “American  ^MTa^Vetold 

in  an  interview  for  “MasterControl a 
_  Southern  Baptist  radio  program  aired 

,XJ5  on  895  stations.  “But  toe  atheistic 

Soviet  Government  has  been  carrying 
•  1  on  a  cruel  warfare  against  toe  church 

TTnYPfl  of  Jesus  Christ  for  64  years.” 

J-IJH.jfV.vy  v-i.  Vins,  52,  said  he  appreciated  toe  help 

Baptists  in  the  United  States  give  Rus¬ 
hes  sian  Baptists,  but  he  believes  they 

4  Estimated  could  do  more.  He  urges  letter-writing 

i**4i  to  Soviet  officials  asking  for  toe  re- 

lease  of  religious  prisoners:  He  cre- 
6  9  1^9  652  400  090  dits  that  kind  of  pressure  with  helping 

12  163,282  13,770^090  obtain  his  release. 

"American  Jews  do  a  lot  to  defend 

ns  cq  Agn  7  i<n  m  Russian  Jews,  but  what  are  American 
0.8  59,407  7,4SB,87Z  doing  persecuted  Bap¬ 

tists?”  he  asked. 

Vins  conducts  his  own  efforts 
through  toe  International  Representa¬ 
tion  for  the  Council  of  Evangelical 
no  cum  . ,  mo  cut  Baptist  Churches  of  toe  Soviet  Union, 

’  ’  ’  Inc. — a  non-profit  organization  he 

2  5  12  392  508  058  heads  in  Elkhart,  Ind.  In  addition  to  his 

in  #  s  43  361  ’947  8444  861  453  speaking,  those  efforts  include  supply- 

11  0  8273  201  01082  756  846  561  “W  S°viet  Christians  with  Bibles  and 
10  *273, 201, 01082, 756, 846, 561  teaders 

. _ 1  ..  .rtists  are  shown  below;  As  is  nnd  writing  letters  of  aippori  to  pris- 

thecase  with  the  national  statistics,  the  official  report  will  be  made  in  February.  loners  ~ 

Enrollment  is  reported  to  be  up  in  all  organizational  categories  in  Mississippi,  TV_ aT¥1£1  fpcfivol 
but  a  decline  of  7  percent  is  expected  in  baptisms.  TTiis  is  about  even  with  toe  XJT  allla  1C9UVOX 
national  experience.  Nationally  a  decline  is  expected  in  Church  Training.  Mis-  -j-p  -j^  O  *7 

sissippi  is  showing  an  increase  in  that  area.  ""  " 

■  “  nt  1980  Enrolment  1981 

341,213  342,709 

129,033  130,824 

91,116  93,561 

25,603  26,485 

51,643  53,318 

620,205  628,056 

17,680  16,392 


churches  of  China  was  shared  sito 
Ting  which,  in  part,  said:  “We  aflkm 
our  sincere  love  for  all  the  Chinese 
people.  We  wish  them  well  as  they  seek 
the  progress  and  development  of  Qeir 
homeland.  We  pray  for  China’s  Christ¬ 
ians  as  we  ask  them  to  pray  for  us” 

Ting  expressed  appreciation  for  (he 
visit  of  toe  NAE  group  and  the  prayers 
of  Christians  in  America.  He  said  tkat 
200  churches  had  been  re-opened  in 
China  since  toe  end  of  toe  Cultural  Re¬ 
volution  in  1976  anddhat  there  were 
more  than  one  million  Christians,  tp- 
proximately  80  percent  of  whom  war¬ 
ship  in  house  meetings. 

He  further  emphasized  the  needfor  _  „ 

pastoral  care  and  indicated  that  the  cL\_  (3 
Nanjing  Theological  Seminary  kad 
re-opened  in  March  1961  after  being 
closed  for  13  years.  There  are  pre¬ 
sently  51  students  in  training.  The 
seminary  also  serves  as  the  religious 
studies  department  of  Nanjing  Uni¬ 
versity. 

A  magazine  with  a  circulation  of 
'30,000  is  published  monthly  to  proHde 
help  and  guidance  for  leaders  in  the 
Three-Self  Churches  and  those 
churches  meeting  in  houses.  In  1980, 

50,000  copies  of  toe  New  Testament 
and  85,000  copies  of  toe  entire  Bible 
were  published  by  Chinese  Christians 
for  use  in  the  churches.  This  year 
(1981)  toe  number  of  Bibles  published 
will  double.  „ _  ... 

Others  sharing  to  this  contact  wAto  Mission  Expenditures 
Bishop  Ting  were  Henry  Dick,  mod-  Total  Receipts 
erator.  General  Conference  of  the 
Mennonite  Brethren  Churches;  Ar¬ 
thur  Gay,  first  vicepresident  of  NAE 
and  pastor,  South  Park  Church,  Park 
Ridge.  Ill.;  Louis  King,'  secretary  of 
NAE  and  president,  Christian  and 
Missionary  Alliance;  Warden  Magnu- 
son,  general  secretary.  Baptist  Gen- 
eral  Conference;  Tom  McDill,  presi-  Sunday  School 
dent.  Evangelical  Free  Church  of  Churfch  Training 
America;  Robert  McIntyre,  second  Church  Music 
vice-president  of  NAE  and  general  Brotherhood 
superintendent.  The  i!  Wesleyan 
Church;  and  Frank  Smith,  chairman.  Church 
Pentecostal  Fellowship!  of  North  Membership 
America.  II  li  1  Baptisms 


WHEATON,  HI.— Ten  evangelical  Bishop  Ting  to  which  he  shared  the 
church  leaders  from  toe  United  States  conditions  and  development  of  the 
visited  Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  chairman  of  Church  in  China,  Billy  A.  Melvin,  NAE 
toe  Three-Self  Protestant  Movement  Executive  Director  and  leader  of  the 
and  toe  newly-formed  Chinese  Christ-  group  stated:  “This  initial  contact  was 
ian  Council,  in  Nanjing,  China  on  Nov.  significant  in  building  bridges  of  un- 
18, 1981.  The  contact  was  initiated  by  derstanding  between  toe  churches  to 
the  National  Association  of  Evangeli-  China  and  the  evangelical  churches  of 
cals,  an  interchurch  agency  of  America.” 

evangelical  denominations  and  The  group  shared  with  Ting  toe 
churches.  growth  of  the  evangelical  churches  in 

The  group  included  Harold  Bennett,  toe  U.S.  during  toe  past  30  years  and 
executive  secretary-treasurer  of  toe  expressed  a  desire  for  open  dialogue 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Execu-  and  communication  with  toe  churches 

tive  Committee,  and  Donald  Patter-  in  China  for  toe  purpose  of  mutual  un- 
son,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  derstanding  and  informed  prayer  sup- 
Church  of  Jackson,  Miss.  port.  > 

Following  an  extended  visit  with  An  NAE  statement  regarding  the 


what  gilt  can  l  giver 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
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thrive  only  if  it  receives  care.  For  both  plants  and  people  prefit  from  a 
simple  tonic  that  I  call  “tincture  of  time.”  . 

THE  GIFT  OF  A  GOOD  EXAMPLE-Most  people  learn  attitudes  and 
behavior  by  observing  others.  Whether  we  want  to  admi  t  it  or  not^each  one 

ritotenwherevre  can  be  either  loud  and  pushy  or  display  calm  assertive¬ 
ness,  which  should  we  choose  7  To  give  toe  gift  of  good  example  we  must 
give  a  good  example  to  fallow,  a  good  lesson  in  the  mature  way  .  We  will  find 
that  toe  calm  way  to  handle  a  situation  will  be  rewarded. 

TOE  GIFT  OF  ACCEPTANCE— Many  relationships  between  people 
become  problems  when  one  person  tries  to  change  toe  other  to  fit  pre«)0- 

bad  habits  once  they  are  accepted  toe  way  they  are?  We  can  never  give  toe 
;clft  of  acceptance  until  we  learn  to  accept  ourselves  first. 

-THE  GIFT  OF  SEEING  THE  BEST  IN  PEOPLE— When  we  expect 
people  to  respond  to  a  positive  way,  they  usually  do.  When  we  expect 
people  to  respond  to  a  negative  way,  they  usually  do.  But  we  must  let  those 
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ve  know  that  we  expect  toe  positive.  When  we  search  for  toe  best  in 

e,  somehow  all  toe  things  we  might  dislike  will  fade  away. 

E  GIFT  OF  GIVING  UP  A  BAD  HABIT -All  of  us  have  habits  that 
7  those  people  around  us.  What  a  great  gift  it  would  be  if  we  could  give 
unhappy  or  unhealthy  habit  for  those  we  love.  Breaking  a  habit  can 
onely  task.  It  may  seem  almost  impossible  to  do  but  whatever  habit 
boose  to  break,  toe  people  who  love  you  will  be  there  when  you  need 

E  GIFT  OF  PRIVACY— Too  often  we  tend  to  smother  those  we  love 

westkms  and  demands  on  toe irtime.lt  has  been  difficult  for  me  not  to 

uestions  and  make  demands  from  my  two  older  children  but  1  realize 
*ch  of  us  has  aneedfor  privacy.  It  is  often  difficult  to  relinquish  some 
r  curiosity  and  give  those  we  love  toe  right  to  private  thoughts  and 
ired  feelings  but  It  can  be  done. .  andwhatanicegiftof  youtogive. 

E  GIFT  OF  SELF-ESTEEM-Unwanted  or  unnecessary  advice 
i  to  those  we  love  is  a  temptation  hard  to  resist,  especially  if  we  think  it 
rip  those  we  love.  Such  advice  may  cripple  a  person’s  self-esteem.  An 
hinese  proverb  proclaims  “There’s  nothing  more  blessed  on  earth 
a  mother  (I  add,  and  father)  but  there’s  nothing  more  blessed  to 


A  Drama  Festival  “Visions  of 
Truth”  will  be  held  February  26-27, 
1962  at  toe  First  Baptist  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  The  event  is  a  learning  ex¬ 
perience  in  religious  drama. 

Sponsored  by  toe  Mississippi  Church 
Training  Department,  toe  festival  will 
feature  an  introduction  to  drama,  act¬ 
ing,  directing,  puppets,  clowning, 
combining  music  and  drama,  pan¬ 
tomime  choral  drama,  and  improvisa¬ 
tion. 

Learning  will  be  achieved  in  three 
dimensions:  classes,  performance 
and  observation  of  performances. 

Groups  wishing  to  perform  can  con¬ 
tact  Robin  Nichols,  church  recreation 
research  division,  effective  Jan.  1.  consultant,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
„ to artditoffl to popsul-  vention,  .WPniackso^Miss^, 
tants  were  named  in  toe  evangelism  3J$05,  or  pqofie  968-8888  rep- 

section  and  rural-urban  missions  de-  ruary  19*1982.  Periorming  groups  will 
partment.  be  held  to  a  10  minute  limit 

Dale  Holloway,  Sr.,  supervisor  of  .  .  . 

elementary  education  for  toe  Missis-  |v|  iceicci  TYTYl  HT1S 

sippi  Department  of  Education, 

Jackson,  Miss.,  and  bivocational  pas-  ir™.  tinned  from  Daee  1) 

tor  of  Day  Star  Baptist  Church,  Flor-  (Continued  from  page  l) 

ence,  Miss.,  was  named  national  coo-  Pettey  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
sultant  mi  bivocational  ministries  for  College  and  earned  toe  master  of  arts 
the  rural -ruban  missions  department,  degree  from  Columbia  University 
succeeding  the  late  J.  T.  Burdine,  Sr.  Teachers  College  in  New  York.  He  also 
Holloway  will  assume  toe  position  attended  Southwestern  Seminary.  He 
Feb.  1,  continuing  to  live  to  Florence,  has  been  a  teacher  in  Neshoba  County, 
Miss.  ’  a  teacher  and  principal  in  Philadel- 

Dean  Finley,  campus  minister  for  phia,  principal  in  Tunica  and  was 
Campbellsville  College,  Campbells;  superintendent  of  schools  in  Drew, 
ville,  Ky.,  was  named  national  consul-  Robbie  Beall  Pettey  was  born  in 
tant  for  youth  evangelism,  succeeding  Philadelphia,  as  was  her  husband  and 
Dave  Bennett.  attended  Mississippi  College. 

In  addition  to  f illing  the  six  national  The  Petteys  have  two  grown  chil- 
staff  and  consultant  positions,  HMB  dren.  * 

directors  approved  a  contract  with  toe  Carolyn  J.  Phillips  will  serve  to 

SBC  Stewardship  Commission  to  work  Mexico  as  a  nurse.  She  has  lived  in 
with  the  HMB  church  loans  division  in  Russell,  Miss.,  and  recently  worked  as 
conducting  a  fund-raising  campaign  to  a  nurse  at  Madison  County  General 
raise  $10  million  for  new  mission  Hospital  to  Canton,  Miss, 
churches  built  as  part  of  Bold  Mission  Samuel  and  Connie  Davis  Stallings 
Thrust  efforts.  will  work  in  toe  Philippines  where  he 

The  board  also  approved  wording  of  will  be  a  general  evangelist.  He  has 
a  clause  in  church  loan  contracts  been  pastor  of  Trinity  Baptist  Church, 
which  requires  churches  which  re-  Hernando,  Miss.,  and  she  once  lived  in 
ceive  loans  from  toe  HMB  to  be  “in  Senatobia. 

friendly  cooperation  with  toe  Southern  Frederick  and  Deborah  Rush  Davis 

Baptist  Convention,”  and  giving  a  will  work  to  Japan  where  he  will  be  a 
legal  definition  of  that  phrase.  The  general  evangelist.  Mrs.  Davis  was 
clause  gives  toe  HMB  toe  right  to  ac-  bom  in  Laurel,  Miss, 
celerate  toe  maturity  of  toe  debt  or  to  Arthur  and  Sandra  Brown  Hixon  will 
--foreclose  on  toe  loan  if  a  church  with  work  in  Hong  Kong  where  he  will  be  a 
an  existing  loan  is  “disfellowshipped”  mass  communications  specialist.  He 
by  the  association,  state  convention  or  has  worked  as  a  production  and  dupli- 
SBC.  cation  supervisor  in  Jackson,  Miss. 


+7,851 


sion  Board  elected 
bers  and  three  national  consultants, 
and  accepted  with  “deep  re  ate  t”  toe 
resignation  of  HMB  Evangelism  Vice 
President  C.  B.  Hogue. 

Hogue,  the  board’s  director  of 
evangelism  for  eight  and  a  half  years, 

Retiremeiil 


»— can  turn  aaecltoMig  relationship  into  a  flourishing  one.  It 
<  sustain  an  already  healthy  friendship.  If  we  bottle  up  our 
s  and  hopes  it  deprives  others  of  truly  knowing  who  we  are. 
OF  TEACHING— Sharing  our  talents  with  others  is  a  good 
xir  love.  It  is  a  great  gift  to  give.  Helping  Someone  you  love 
tog  new  is  an  important  investment  in  their  happiness.  My 
s  time  to  show  our  little  son  the  fundamentals  of  baseball  Not 
have  fun,  but  our  aon  learns  a  sport.  Most  importantly  his 
s  learns  in  good  character  that  will  enrich  our  little  boy’s  life 
>.  We  are  all  teachers  to  teachers  or  ministers  to  ministers. 
OF  LISTENING— In  an  effort  to  be  noticed,  few  of  us  know 


Boyd  and  Myrlene  Propst  of  Pearl 
have  joined  Orphans,  Inc.,  a  Cocoa, 
Fla.-based  ministry  which  operates  an 
orphanage,  school  and  nutrition  center 
in  Haiti. 

The  two,  members  of  McLaurin 
Heights  Baptist  Church  to  Pearl,  will 
be  living  in  Cocoa  beginning  to  May, 
1962,  when  their  youngest  child 
finishes  high  school. 

A  church  mission  trip  to  Haiti  to 
work  with  Orphans,  Inc.,  was  what 
prompted  the  Props  ts  to  apply  for  mis¬ 
sion  service.  McLaurin  Heights 
church  sent  17  people  to  Haiti— 
including  an  optometrist  and  carpen¬ 
ters  who  helped  put  a  second  story  on  a 
school  building.  Pastor  Curtis  Wil¬ 
liams  preached  in  the  outback  and 
taught  for,national  pastors,  mostly 
Baptist. 

;  Health  restrictions  following  open 
-heart  surgery  on  Boyd  prevented  the 
Propsts  from  being  approved  as 
^Southern  Baptist  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries.  Following  volunteer  service 
with  the  Home  Mission  Board  in  the 
-inner  city  of  Houston,  Tex.,  the 
Propsts  decided  home  missions  was 
joo  great  a  stress  for  Boyd’s  heart  con¬ 
dition; 

--fir-toe  meantime,  the  Propsts  are 
planning  a  mission  trip  to  Haiti  and 
need  volunteers.  The  trip  is  Feb  12-28. 


Baptist  work  around  the  world  is  the  direct 
result  of  your  gifts.  You  need  to  know  how 
that  money  is  spent. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  for  vou  to  receive 
the  monthly  update  on  what  Baptist 
|  activities  are  accomplishing  in  95 
A  countries  around  the  world. 

A  Subscribe  to  The  Commission  magazine 
M  for  one  year  by  sending  $5.(X)  with 
'M  this  coupon  to: 

The  Commission, 

Bax  6597,  Richm 


missionary 

NEW  YORK  (BP)— Ulah  C.  Mor¬ 
gan,  Southern  Baptiste'  oldest  retired 
foreign  missionary,  got  a  nationally 


I.MSD4 
Virginia  23230. 


televised  birthday  greeting  Nov.  18. 

Willard  Scott,  ebullient  weatherman 
on  “The  Today  Show,"  toe  NBC  morn¬ 
ing  news  telecast,  congratulated  Mor¬ 
gan  on  her  lOOrd  birthday  that  day,  and 
noted  her  27  years  of  missionary  ser¬ 
vice  to  China  ( 1905-1932). 
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FMB  wants  new 


legislation 
prohibiting  CIA  encroachment 


Prayer 
meet  tells 
of  changes 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BPI — The  South-  nary  personnel  with  intelligence- 
era  Baptist  Foreign  Misson  Board  gathering  organizations, 
urged  legislation  to  prohibit  the  CIA  Parks,  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
from  encroaching  on  foreign  missions,  Baptist  agency  which  sends  3,148  mis¬ 

took  action  to  upgrade  inadequate  re-  sionaries  to  96  countries,  said  omission 
tirement  for  Southern  Baptist  mis-  of  regulations  to  prevent  the  CIA  from 
sionaries,  and  completed  a  record  using  a  missionary  cover  is  “morally 
year  in  missionaries  appointed  for  wrong  and  potentially  endangers  the 
overseas  service.  lives  of  missionaries  in  some  coun- 

In  other  action  at  its  December  tries.” 
meeting,  the  board  reaffirmed  a  pre-  The  upgraded  pension  plan  brings 
vious  decision  on  dealing  with  the  dis-  board  pension  contributions  to  career 
ability  of  Mission  Service  Corps  volun-  and  associate  missionaries  in  line  with 

teer  Robert  Sorrels,  approved  Texas  the  10  percent  minimum  of  annual 
pastor  Clyde  Fant  as  president  of  the  compensation  recommended  by  the 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Rus-  SBC  Annuity  Board  for  personnel  of 
chlikon,  Switzerland,  and  released  Southern  Baptist  churches  and  or- 
$678,406  to  assist  in  world  hunger  and  ganizations.  It  will  increase  costs  of 
relief  projects  in  nine  countries.  the  board’s  pension  contribution  for 
jects  in  nine  countries.  missionaries  from  $1.2  million  per 

The  board  authorized  its  president,  year  in  1981  to  $3.7  million  per  year  in 
R.  Keith  Parks,  to  write  appropriate  1962. 

U.S.  officials  urging  legislation  which  The  new  plan  eliminates  a  low  re¬ 
prohibits  Central  Intelligence  Agency  tirement  income  ceiling  which 
agents  from  posing  as  missionaries,  reached  a  maximum  of  only  $480  per 
using  a  mission  operation  as  a  front,  or  month  for  an  emeritus  missionary 

gathering  intelligence  through  exist-  couple  and  dropped  off  sharply  for 
ing  missionaries.  those  retiring  under  age  65  in  the  old 

The  action  reaffirms  past  positions  plan.  It  also  includes  upgrading  of  re- 
the  board  has  taken  to  express  opposi-  tirement  benefits  for  many  mis- 
tion  to  any  kind  of  CIA  involvement  in  sionaries  who  have  previously  retired 
missions.  or  resigned,  and  it  improves  long-term 

James  M.  Dunn,  executive  director  disability  and  death  benefits  for 
of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Pub-  career  and  associate  missionaries, 

lie  Affairs  in  Washington,  informed  The  board  appointed  62  new  missio- 
Parks  that  an  internal  CIA  regulation  nary  personnel  at  a  service  at  Manas- 
prohibiting  the  use  of  missionaries  to  sas  (Va.)  Baptist  Church  and  ap- 
obtain  information  for  the  CIA  still  proved  reappointment  of  seven  former 

stands.  But  Dunn  said  no  stated  re-  missionaries, 
striction  prohibits  a  CIA  agent  from  The  appointments  brought  the  1981 
posing  as  a  missionary  or  using  a  total  to  355,  exceeding  the  record  350 
“missionary  front.”  set  in  1978.  The  total  includes  a  record 

President  Reagan  signed  an  execu-  44  general  evangelists  and  a  record  206 

tive  order  Dec.  4  which  generally  career  appointments.  The  top  previ- 
loosened  restrictions  on  the  U.S.  intei-  ous  career  total  was  181  in  1ST78.  Last 
ligence  community  but  made norefer-  year  139  career  personnel  were  ap- 
ence  to  use  of  clergy  or  missionaries,  pointed. 

Baptist  leaders  fear  that  loosening  of  Parks  said  reaffirmation  of  a  previ- 
restraints  eventually  may  lead  to  the  ous  decision  not  to  provide  long-term 
undermining  of  American  missionary  assistance  to  Sorrels  came  after 
operations  overseas,  although  they  “much  prayerful  consideration  and 
knew  of  no  current  problem  in  that  concern”  for  the  30-year-old  former 
area.  The  Foreign  Mission  Board  Mission  Service  Corps  volunteer.  Sor- 
takes  a  strong  non-political  stance  and  rels  was  paralyzed  in  an  automobile 
prohibits  involvement  by  its  missio-  accident  which  killed  a  missionary 


and  a  Nigerian  Baptist  leader  one 
week  after  Sorrels  arrived  in  Nigeria 
in  1980. 

The  board  reviewed  its  earlier  deci¬ 
sion  to  assist  Sorrels  only  through  Oc¬ 
tober  1962  when  government  disability 
benefits  normally  would  take  effect, 
because  a  group  called  "Friends  of 
Bob  Sorrels”  urged  the  board  to  recon¬ 
sider. 

The  board's  action  on  Fant,  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Richardson, 
Texas,  followed  similar  actions  by  the 
Ruschlikon  seminary’s  executive 
board  and  the  European  Baptist  Fed¬ 
eration  Council.  Fant,  47,  would  as¬ 
sume  the  post  after  successful  comple¬ 
tion  of  applications  he  and  his  wife  are 
making  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
to  become  missionary  associates. 

Commitment  extended 

In  a  related  action,  the  board  ex¬ 
tended  a  five-year  commitment,  made 
in  1978,  to  help  support  the  seminary, 
to  10  years  beginning  when  the  new 
president  takes  office.  The  board  also 
voted  to  continue  to  increase  its  sub¬ 
sidy  to  the  seminary,  which  will  total 
$315,000  in  1962,  by  $5,000  each  year, 
“with  growing  support  from  Euro¬ 
peans  anticipated.” 

Besides  a  variety  of  actions  to  assist 
world  hunger  projects  and  emphasize 
evangetism  and  church  development 
around  the  world,  the  board  honored 
two  individuals  and  appropriated  ad¬ 
ditional  funds  for  the  Baptist  Spanish 
Publishing  House  in  El  Paso. 

The  board  presented  plaques  of  rec¬ 
ognition  to  board  member  Charles 
Tope  of  Oklahoma  City,  who  will  re¬ 
turn  to  the  mission  field  in  Kenya  with 
his  wife,  and  Ralph  West,  retiring 
after  serving  the  board  for  36  years— 
20  years  as  a  missionary  in  Nigeria 
and  16  years  on  the  stateside  staff,  the 
last  five  as  liaison  to  the  Home  Mission 
Board  for  volunteers. 

The  board  allocated  $200,000  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  capitalization  fund  for  the 
Baptist  Spanish  Publishing  House  in 
El  Paso  to  assist  its  rapidly  increasing 
distribution  of  literature  to  70  nations, 
and  another  $82,361  for  construction  of 
a  new  building. 


Prayer  groups  were  a  major  part  of  the  conference.  One  layman  said  that  in  his 
sriall  prayer  group,  a  young  minister  told  of  his  discouragement  and  his  thoughts  of 
tearing  the  ministty,  but  during  the  prayer  meeting  recommitted  his  life,  to  begin 
asfrin.  One  woman  on  Saturday  morning  told  conference  participants  that  her  home 
h*l  been  tailing  apart,  but  as  a  result  of  this  prayer  time  she  felt  she  would  be  able  to 
w#rl<  out  her  problem. 


Iris  Urrey',  right,  gave  her  testimony  on 
Friday  evening.  Miss  Urrey  is  a  Mission 
Service  Corps  volunteer  working  with 
the  Prayer  for  Spiritual  Awakening 
Ministries  of  the  Home  Mission  Board. 
She  told  of  senring  an  eight-year  prison 
sentence  for  pushing  drugs,  and  of  how 
the  warden  and  others  witnessed  to  her, 
and  how  she  became  a  Christian.  When 
she  sang  following  her  testimony,  the 
listeners  gave  her  a  standing  ovation. 


Youtji  confab 
set  Dee.  28-29 

The  1961  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Evangelism  Conference  is  set  for  Dec. 
28-29,  at  Clinton’s  Mississippi  College 
coliseum.  Participants  may  register 
at  the  door  if  they  have  not  had  a 
chance  to  pre-register.  Registration 
begins  at  1  p.m.  The  program  begins  at 
2  p.m. 


Rosalie  Mills  Appleby  of  Canton,  retired  missionary  to  Brazil,  and  Charles  Culpep¬ 
per  of  Memphis,  retired  missionary  to  China,  got  together  for  lunch  at  Colonial 
Heights.  Both  have  written  books  and/or  articles  on  prayer  and  spiritual  awakening. 
Culpepper  is  author  of  the  book,  THE  SHANTUNG  REVIVAL,  and  talked  on  that  topic 
Thursday  evening. 


RA  pavilion  fundraising 
encouraged  by  Brotherhood 


Nazareth,  Israel— A  new  science 
laboratory  at  the  Baptist  School  in 
Nazareth,  Israel,  will  honor  Subhe 
Jacky,  the  school’s  science  teacher 
who  died  this  year. 


By  Paul  Harrell,  director 
Mississippi  Brotherhood  Department 

.  Every  Royal  Ambassador  Chapter  in  our  state  is  encouraged  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  funding  project  for  the  outdoor  chapel  at  Central  Hills  Baptist 
Retread.  Walk-a-thons,  bike-a-thons,  collecting  aluminum  cans,  scrap 
metal,  paper  and  other  such  projects  can  be  meaningful  ways  to  Involve 
boys  in  this  significant  mission  project. 

Associations!  Royal  Ambassador  leaders  are  making  contacts  with 
church  Royal  Ambassador  leaders  urging  an  all  out  response.  Monies 
collected  should  be  sent  to  the  Brotherhood  Department,  designated  for 
the  outdoor  chapel. 

A  camp  t-shirt  will  be  given  to  each  boy  who  contributes  $25.00 or  more  to 
the  goal.  Also,  a  $25  scholarship  for  each  boy  (up  to  10)  will  be  applied  to 
1982  Royal  Ambassador  Camp  expense  for  the  chapter  that  contributes  the 
most  money.  (This  will  be  figured  per  chapter  member,  to  give  all  chap¬ 
ters  an  equal  opportunity.) 

It  is  exciting  to  know  that  through  the  use  of  the  outdoor  chapel  a  mean¬ 
ingful  contribution  will  be  made  to  evary  person  attending  Royal  Ambas¬ 
sador  Camo.  '  f  QM  1C  33*  » _ TJd.TC  l’i _  ClrtCHCjC.-v-  : 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel .  Pews  .  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 
.  Call  Collect  601-825-1955 


State  conventions  consider 
the  three  Bs  of  Baptists 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 


. _ By  Dan  Martin  -  -  Birmingham— were  nominated  for  Texas  and  .  Oklahoma— resolved 

"NASHVTLLE,  Tefth.  /BPJ— For  the  president  “  ttm  ja-vX  against  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment, 

most  part.'messeH£fcrt  toTfteM  con-  The  'two  drew  national  denbmin-  Several  mentioned  arms  control;  and 
ventions  of  Southern  Baptists  stuck  ational  attention  when  Auchmuty  was  three — California,  Florida  and  North 

with  the  “Three  Bs”  of  Baptists  during  “bumped”  from  a  second  term  as  a  Carolina— specifically  opposed  tiiition 

recently  completed  annual  meetings,  trustee  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  tax  credits. 

The  “Three  Bs”  are  baptisms.  Board  when  his  theology  was  ques- 
budgets,  and  buildings.  tioned.  Wolfe  was  nominated  by  the  in  Virginia,  messengers  accepted 

Generally,  the  “spirit  of.  Los  Committee  on  Boards  to  replace  him.  the  abortion  policy  of  the  Virginia  Bap- 

Angeles”  prevailed  during  the  meet-  SBC  messengers,  however,  restored  tist  Hospital  in  Lynchburg,  a  topic 

ings,  although  brush  fires  did  break  Auchmuty  to  his  trusteeship.  which  caused  controversy  during  the 

out  here  and  there.  In  Alabama,  neither  man  was  iggQ  meeting.  The  vote  was  not  on 

Several  observors  compared  the  elected.  Messengers  favored  Harrell  abortion,  but  on  whether  the  hospital 

state  meetings  to  the  1981  annual  meet-  R.  Cushing,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  had  satisfied  a  1978  convention  request 

ing  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Church  of  Gadsden,  for  president  “--''’'that  the  hospital  establish  a  policy  on 
in  Los  Angeles,  which  was  supposed  to  Doctrinal  controversy  over  mem-  abortion. 

be  a  schismatic  shootout,  but  ended  up  bership  and  baptismal  practices  was  In  North  Carolina,  messengers  sp¬ 
in  genera]  harmony.  rumored  in  three  states,  but  emerged  proved  the  sale  of  the  Baptist  Building 

During  the  meetings,  messengers  in  only  one  meeting.  in  Raleigh,  which  had  been  the  subject 

adopted  record  budgets,  and  set  aside  of  considerable  controversy  in  the 

record  amounts  to  support  the  Rumors  spring.  Messengers  honored  J.  Marse 

worldwide  mission  efforts  of  Southern  Rumors  abounded  there  would  beef-  Grant,  who  had  opposed  the  move ,  and 

Baptists.  forts  in  both  Kentucky  and  Arkansas  to  who  has  announced  he  will  retire  as 

Only  one  convention— the  District  of  exclude  the  messengers  of  churches  editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder  in  Sep- 

Columbia  Convention— decreased  its  which  accept  transfer  members  who  tember  of  1982. 

national  Cooperative  Program  gifts,  have  been  baptized  by  methods  other  South  Carolinians  elected  Ray  Rust, 

dropping  1.45  percent.  than  immersion.  In  neither  state  did  president  of  Anderson  College  in  An- 

Of  the  others,  21  increased  the  per-  the  issue  arise.  _  .  derson,  S.C.,  as  executive  dfrector- 

centage  of  their  gifts  and  12  retained  in  South  Carolina,  messengers  re-  elect,  and  honored  Harold  Cole,  who 

the  same  percentage  as  last  year .  jected  a  constitutional  change  which  will  retire  from  the  post 

Cooperative  Program  gifts  were  the  would  have  excluded  messengers  In  Arkansas,  memorial  services 
focus  of  action  in  the  meeting  of  the  from  such  churches.  were  held  .in  memory  of  Huber  L. 

Baptist  General  Association  of  Vir-  For  the  most  part,  resolutions  op-  Drumwright  Jr.,  the  executive  diree- 

ginia.  Messengers  approved  by  a  hefty  posed  such  traditional  Baptist  targets  tor  who  suffered  a  fatal  heart  attack 

margin  a  proposal  to  make  gifts  as  alcohol  use,  pornography  and  con-  November  2. 

through  the  Cooperative  Program  the  venience  abortions.  Two  states—  (Martinis  BP  new*  editor.) 

sole  basis  for  messenger  qualification. 

The  margin  to  approve  the  measure  /"“*  J*  1  J 

was  712  to  238  Last  year,  a  similar  LfOIliereilCe  leaQCrS  IlOtC 
proposal  received  a  majority  vote,  but  , 

failed  by  only  15  votes  to  reach  the  re-  _  __ 

quired  two-thirds.  onlr  At  KlKL  L-TiAtirlarl  nrxx 


Uld,  new 
covenants 


•  Complete  stock  of  chain,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Clnssroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 

EVERYTHING  FOR  HHTTT7IYU41 J 
the  school  ■■m|iilMnB 
AND  CHURCH  •] ■ifl 


Pianos 

Steinway  ....  Kawai 
Everett ....  Wurlitzer 

Organs  . 

Allen . Hammond 

Gulbransen  .  .  .-  Wurlitzer 

•Complete  Music  Department  '***  ■? 

•Free  Delivery  V 

•We  Specialize  in  Church  i  J 

Installations  I 

•Special  Terms  to  Churches  ,f  '  1 

ROSEBEltRY  PIANO  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  MALL  AT  HARDY  STREET,  HATTIESBURG 


Now  Available  to  Age  14  or  Older 

Guaranteed  Issue 

Policy  Effective  Immediately 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  90  days 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital  and  Nurses  (Policy  Form  498) 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit, 
payable  in  or  out  of  hospital  (Endorsement  1361 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

(Endorsemeat-71  —  Endorsement-83 1 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home 

-  (Endorsement-731 

For  Full  Information  Phone  924-2748 

Or  FIU  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty 
Insurance  Company 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  2(217,  Jackson,  MS  2MM 


Church  Pfcw  Cathtons:  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant,  For  free  esti¬ 
mate,  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 


AIRLINE  TICKETS — LOWEST 
POSSIBLE  AIRFARES.  Call  or 
write  BRYAN  TOURS,  INC.,  P.O. 
Box  5221,  Jackson,  MS  39216.  In 
Jackson  dial  981-1346,  elsewhere 
in  MS  toll-free  800872-8522  Credit 
cards  accepted. 


rOR  SALE:  1828  model  AUSTIN 
PIPE  ORGAN,  3  manuals,  IS 
ranks,  22  couplers;  nowplaying— 
Immediately  available,  buyer 
must  remove.  Call  First  Baptist 
Church,  Gadsden,  Alabama  i  206) 
M7-6828. 


No  claim  farms  Beaded  after  N  days 


Thursday,  December  24,  lttl 
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Editorials 


Call  his  name  Jesus 


As  we  go  about  our  ways  of  prepara¬ 
tion  and  observation,  however,  let  us 
remember  the  true  meaning  of 
Christmas.  It  is  one  that  doesn’t  end 
with  the  ending  of  the  season  but  con¬ 
tinues  as  a  responsibility  to  be  fulfilled 
throughout  the  year  and  in  every  area 
of  the  world. 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  told  Joseph 
that  Jesus  was  to  “save  his  people 
from  their  sins.”  That  is  the  reason  he 
was  bom.  That,  then,  becomes  the  true 
meaning  of  Christmas. 

That  is  where  you  and  I  come  in.  We 
are  to  be  the  messengers  of  the  good 
news  of  this  salvation.  Someone  told 
us.  Our  mandate  is  to  pass  it  on. 

Indeed,  “how  shall  they  hear"  un¬ 
less  someone  tells  them. 

They  won’t. 

Let’s  not  forget  it. ' 


Christ’s  name  is  not  meotioitsi 
We  may  counsel  against  thbp  hinds 
of  practices  until  the  end  of  t  le  with¬ 
out  changing  them.  And,  in  (nth,  we 
enjoy  our  involvement  in  theiecular 
observance  of  the  season  or  ■  s  would 
not  be  such  willing  participants  But  as 
those  of  us  who  are  Christiaigo  our 
way  in  our  busy  preparatiorifor  the 
season,  they  are  the  Chris  tm*  carols 
that  sing  of  Christ's  birth  thatPve  os 
the  warmest  glow.  Christinas  is,  in¬ 
deed,  the  time  of  the  observatits  of  the 
birth  of  Christ;  and  there  is  noway  of 
changing  that.  Those  who  leate  that 
ingredient  out  of  the  observation  are 
engaging  in  a  warped  versios  of  the 
real  thing— be  it  in  the  public  school 
classroom,  on  the  city  hall  l*n>,  or 
where  ever  it  might  be.  ”  - 


“And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and  based  their  religious  concepts  on  a 
thou  shalt  call  his  name  JESUS .  for  he  faith  in  him. 

shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins."  Through  the  years  the  season  that  is 

This  is  the  explanation  that  the  angel  associated  with  the  observation  of  the 
of  the  Lord  gave  to  Joseph  as  is  re-  birth  of  Jesus  has  come  to  be  the  most 
corded  in  the  first  chapter  of  Matthew,  meaningful  one  that  is  celebrated  all 
It  was  the  announcement  that  over  the  world.  Yet  in  these  years  of 
heralded  the  event  which  precipitated  the  observation  of  the  fact  of  the  birth 
what  we  now  call  Christmas.  It  was  the  of  Christ  those  of  us  who  understand 
revelation  to  Joseph  that  his  wife  was  the  meaning  of  the  observance  have 
to  be  the  mother  of  the  Messiah.  allowed  the  world  to  wrest  the  season 

It  was  perhaps  the  most  important  from  us  until  now  it  is  mainly  the  time 
event  in  all  of  human  history.  Perhaps  of  the  greatest  shopping  and  celebrat- 
the  resurrection  should  be  called  the  ing  season  of  the  year, 
most  important,  but  without  the  birth  We  cannot  stop  the  world  from  ob- 
there  would  have  been  no  resurrec-  serving  our  holiday  in  any  fashion  it 
tjon  wants  to.  We  don’t  have  to  join  in  the 

The  birth  of  Jesus  caused  the  calen-  world’s  celebration,  but  we  do.  We  do 
dare  of  the  world  to  be  changed,  and  our  share  of  the  shopping,  and  we  join 
multiplied  millions  of  people  have  in  our  share  of  the  gala  occasions  when 


What  can  we  learn  from  Russian  Baptists? 


church  of  5,000  members  in  Moscow.  It  was  generally  supposed  ttujt  these  known  member  of  this  group,  Georgi 

He  has  been  for  15  years.  He  couldn’t  four  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  Vins,  was  banished  from  Russia  in  a 
have  lasted  if  he  were  not  sincere,  make  the  trip  unless  it  served  the  pur-  dramatic  trade  with  the  U.S.  for  some 
There  are  those  in  this  country  who  pose  of  the  government.  This  lively  is  Russian  spies.  He  spoke  to  the  South- 
claim  he  is  an  agent  of  the  KGB,  but  true.  They  came  saying  that  they  have  em  Baptist  Convention  in  1979  in  Hous- 
this  would  have  been  found  out  by  Rus-  freedom  to  do  about  anything  they  ton  and  was  very  well  received  .  It  was 
sian  Baptists  much  sooner  than  this  if  want  to  do  in  religious  practices  as  the  weight  of  world-wide  Baptist  opin- 
it  were  true.  If  it  could  be  known  in  the  long  as  they  don’t  break  the  law.  That  ion  that  finally  convinced  Russia  to 
U.S.,  rest  assured  it  would  be  known  in  serves  to  establish  the  fact  of  some  free  him. 

Russia.  measure  of  religious  freedom  in  Rus-  There  are  others  like  him  in  Russia, 

The  same  voices  claim  his  father,  sia,  which  is  advantageous  to  the  gov-  and  we  roust  not  forget  them.  (At  the  Conference  for  Prayer  on 

Jakov  Zhidkov,  who  preceded  him  in  eroment  Both  groups  have  their  viewpoints  Spiritual  Awakening,  Arthur  Blessitt 

the  pastorate  in  Moscow,  was  a  com-  ...  .  ..  '  and  operate  from  those  perspectives,  expressed  appreciation  to  Mr.  and 

munist  agent.  It  is  inconceivable  that  .  8001  are  true  their  P™eiples.  Mrs.  Owen  Cooper  for  the  encourage- 

these  two  could  have  spent  so  many  0  ^  Which  group  should  we  as  Southern  ment  they  have  given  to  him  in  his 

years  of  service  and  not  have  been  th  Jt  Baptists  feel  more  relat?d  Proba'  ministry.  I  realized  then  that  I  should 

found  out  in  their  own  church.  are  jailed  f«- rel^pus  practice  bly  ^  both.  We  are  law  abiding  dti-  have  listed  Mr.  Cooper’s  name  in  my 

The  voices  claim  the  Russians  were  we  .V  8™“*  ™ *  zens,  but  we  feel  as  fiercely  as  do  the  column  about  Arthur,. as  one  of 

cited  in  testimony  before  the  House  S.ause  practices  dissident  Baptists  in  Russia  that  we  those  who  met  years  ago  in  the  Baptist 

Un-American  Activities  Committee,  k  k  oV.  must  not  **  hampered  in  our  free  Building  with  Arthur  to  discuss  his 

now  a  defunct  group;  but  that  doesn’t  are  basic  numan  ngnts,  ana  tney  are  exercise  of  religion.  It  was  Baptist  in-  going  to  Montana.  Some  time  I  hope  to 

constitute  proof.  Had  it  been  proven,  Bapnst  Qrooiers  fluence  that  made  our  freedom  possi-  do  a  column  about  Mr.  Cooper.  There’s 

we  would  have  known.  "  Which  group  is  cqrrect?  The  only  ble  and  is  helping  to  maintain  it.  no  way  to  count  the  good  deeds  he  has 

The  voices  claim  that  Alexei  answer  to  be  given  is  that  they  both  If  we  had  the  same  choice  to  make  as  done,  quietly  behind  the  scenes.  I,  for 
Bichkov  is  a  communist  agent  This  are.  One  group  has  felt  it  can  ac-  do  the  Russian  Baptists,  which  way  one,  appreciate  him  tremendously.) 

man  is  the  grandson  of  a  soldier  who  complish  more  by  remaining  within  wouldwego?  Fortunately,  we  have  not  - 

became  a  Christian  while  a  prisoner  of  the  law.  Its  churches  are  growing  as  it  had  to  make  that  choice.  “Silent  night,  holy  night.  ...”  Tim 

the  Germans  in  World  War  I  and  who  meets  in  public  services.  Its  members  We  will  not  retain  our  freedom,  how-  Roaten,  Blue  Mountain  student  from 

later  became  a  preacher.  Bichkov's  may  not  like  some  of  the  laws,  but  they  ever,  by  taking  it  for  granted.  It  is  Etta,  was  leading  the  carol .  The  set- 


The  coming  of  the  four  Russian 
Baptists  to  Mississippi  recently  has 
caused  questions  to  resurface  regard¬ 
ing  their  sincerity  and  the  true  nature 
of  the  freedom  of  worship  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  There  are  those  who  think  they 
know  the  answers  to  these  questions, 

•  and  they  are  to  be  found  on  both  sides 

*  of  the  issue. 

Having  occasion  to  be  with  the  four 
who  came  to  our  state  gives  one  the 
impression  that  they  are  sincere  and 
dedicated  Christians.  They  claim  sin¬ 
cerity  for  themselves,  and  they  give  no 
reason  at  all  for  any  other  judgment 
They  do  admit  to  being  law-abiding 
citizens  of  a  country  for  which  they 
have  a  genuine  feeling  of  affection.  It 
is  their  homeland. 

Through  the  years,  observations 
have  failed  to  find  a  chink  in  their 
armor  of  sincerity.  These  men  are 
Russian  preachers,  all  four  of  them. 

They  are  Baptists  and  have  been  on  the 
scene  among  Baptists  for  20  to  25 
years.  The  other  Baptists  would  not 
have  put  up  with  them  if  they  were  not 
sincere.  And  Jhere  is  no  way  that  a 
government,  not  even  the  Russian 
government,  is  going  to  tell  Baptists 
anywhere  who  they  must  have  for 
their  leaders. 

Michael  Zhidkov  is  pastor  of  a 

Letters  to  the  editor 

Book  reviews  and  speeches 

:  Editor: 

When  I  read  book  reviews  in  the 
Baptist  Record,  I  take  it  .that  the  re¬ 
viewer  is  recommending  the  book. 

:  That  The  Birth  of  the  Messiah  by- 
Brown  was  placed  in  this  paper  » 
beyond  my  comprehension!  How 
eould  this  book  be  “useful’*  (quoting 
the  reviewer)? 

I  imagine  that  there  are  Catholics  Editor: 
who  would  not  approve  of  this  book  by  This  past  year  God -called  men  were 
their  “able  scholar.”  ordained  to  the  preaching  ministry  in 

I  am  also  upset  over  some  of  the  our  convention.  It  is  a  joy  beyond 

things  in  James  Dunn’s  Speech,  but  words  to  share  with  you  and  my  fellow 

baven’thadtimetoputallniythoughts  Southern  Baptists  that  a  beloved 

down.  What  is  happening  to  the  paper  layman  in  our  dear  First  Baptist  and  other  Christians  in  Uganda  have 

that  I  have  read  and  loved  over  the  Church  has  made  it  possible  for  me  to  survived  by  the  faithfnl  prayer  of 

years?  present  a  leatherbound  edition  of  the  Christians  throughout  the  world.  God 

Mrs.  Frank  Page,  Sr.  CRISWELL  STUDY  BIBLE  to  each  has  been  so  faithful  in  answering  these 

Amory,  MS  39821  man  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  prayers.  One  purpose  of  my  writing  is 

Running  a  book  review  does  not  who  would  like  to  have  one.  to  thank  Mississippi  Baptists  for  their 

mean  that  the  Baptist  Record  or  the  We  recently  gave  the  first  one  to  Jim  marvelous  and  continuing  support 

reviewer  recommends  the  book  any  Wicker,  the  grandson  of  our  beloved  during  these  years  of  suffering 

more  than  running  a  news  story  means  Dr.  Alton  Reed,  who  for  years  was  Another  purpose  of  niy  writing  at 
that  we  endorse  the  actions  of  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Annuity  this  time  is  to  alert  you  to  a  16mm  film 

people  in  the  report  The  review  wes  Board.  Jim  is  just  graduating  from  entitled,  “Some  Through  The  Fire,” 

critical  of  the  book.  Southwestern  Seminary  and,  in  keep-  by  Ken  Anderson  Films,  -,P.  0.  Box  618 

And  while  I  pretty  generally  agree  ing  with  his  ordination,  was  presented  Winona  Lake,  Indiana  46590.  This  is 


Christmas  in 


iiiu  noo  use.  uaw.1  mg  *  *viv,  nuv.iv 

These  Bibles  are  being  made  avail-  the  Uganda  story  of  persecution  and  members  of  Springdale  Baptist 

able  to  all  Southern  Baptist  churches  trial  and  of  God’s  deliverance  featur-  church,  Ripley,  give  away  water  to 

to  present  to  their  young  preachers  at  ing  many  of  our  Baptist  churches,  pas-  and  tracts  that  tell  about  the 

the  time  of  their  ordination.  A  pastor  tors,  and  congregations.  Water  of  Life.  It  was  6  p.m.  on  Dec.  5; 

or  church  need  only  to  send  a  written  I  strongly  urge  every  Church  to  ob-  temperature  hovered  around  30. 
request  to  me.  '  tain  this  film  for  showing  from  the  plastic  wrapped  around  the  pavilion 

lllay Gaatllds’fttth'mlpiem  tfith  a  nearest  Baptist  Book  Store.  deterred  the  sharp  wind ;  poultry  heat- 

fruitful  preaching  ministry,  an^may  Webster  Carroll  ers  ranted  a  tittle  warmth.  My  feet 

He  bless  the  gracious  donor  as  well.  Missionary  to  Uganda  _ _ _ 

W.  A.  Criswell  .  •  n  i  r  o- 

p.  0.  Box  io  ,  Packages  for  Bio 

Dallas,  TX  75221  -  Appreciation  for  conference  ^ 

rp,  .  r  Editor  *•  ’  I  have  an  urgent  need  to  find  some- 

I  nanKS  ior  prayers  The  Mid-South  Regional  Conference  one  going  to  Rio  de  Janerio,  Brazil  I 

Editor-  '5  J  on  Prayer  for  Spiritual  Awakening  have  packages  to  go  to  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

- ~  “  Lester  Bell.  A  young  man  was  working 

off-shore  and  we  had  planned  on  his 
taking  them,  but  his  job  has  changed. 
Please  put  it  in  the  Baptist  Record.  If 


Dunn  said  in  his  speech  before  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention,  the  only 
reason  that  we  ran  the  speech  was  be¬ 
cause  of  an  avalanche  of  requests  to  do 
so  immediately  after  the  speech  was 

4eUy«rt4-.£eperaUy  we  print  only jhe 


with  just  about  everything  that  James  one  of  the  Bibles. 


The  Christmas  Story 

From  Luke  2 

as  told  in 

The  New  Testament  from  26  Translations 

Published  by  Zondervan 

.' r  ^Permission  obtained  by  Byron  Mathis.  Moss  Point,  Miss. 

International  distributor  tor  28  Translations  ' 


So  they  went  quickly ...  —  tcnt 
. . .  with  all  speed  ...  —  neb 
They  hurried  over  there  and  searched 
.until  they  found  ...  —  Beck 


you  will  Pnd  a  babe  ...  —  asv 
You  will  find  the  infant  swathed,  and 
lying  in  a  manager  —  tcnt 
you  will  And  a  baby  all  wrapped  up . . , 

- NEB 

13.  Astd  suddenly  there  waa  with  the  angel 
a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host  prais¬ 
ing  God,  and  saying, 

...  a  throng  of  the  heavenly  army  . . . 
—  Gspd 

. . .  an  army  of  the  troops  of  heaven  . . . 
—  Amp 

Suddenly  the  angel  was  joined  by  a  vast 
host  of  others — the  armies  of  heaven 
—  praising  God :  —  Tay 

14.  Glory  to  God  fa  the  highest, 

...  in  the  highest  [heavens]  —  Amp 
GJory  to  God  on  high  —  tcnt 


The  shepherds  told  everyone  what  bad 
happened  and  what  the  angel  had 
said  to  them  about  this  child — Tay 

It.  And  aB  they  that  beard  it  wondered  at 


guarding  their  flocks  of  sheep  —  Tay 

1.  And  it  came  to  pass  ia  thoac  days.  Among  others  Joseph  went  up  from  the  g.  And,  lo,  the  angel  of  tile  Lord  can 

About  that  time  —  tcnt  town  of  Nazareth  in  Galilee  to  Beth- 

thaf  these  went  out  a  decree  from  Cae-  lehem,  the  town  of  David,  in  Judaea 

tar  Augustus,  — tcnt 

an  edict  was  issued  by  the  Emperor  (because  be  waa  of  the  house  and  line- 
Augustus  —  tcnt  aga  of  David:) 

that  all  Ac  world  should  he  taxed.  because  he  belonged  to  the  family  and 

. . .  enrolled  — asv  house  of  David  —  tcnt 

that  a ’census  should  be  taken  of  all  the  5.  To  he  taxed  with  Mary  Ms  espoused 
inhabited  earth  —  nasi  wife, 

that  a  census  should  be  taken  of  the  to  enrol  himself  with  Mary,  who  was 
whole  Empire  —  tcnt  betrothed  to  him  —  asv 

for  a  general  registration  throughout  lo  be  registered  with  Mary,  who  was  en- 
the  Roman  world  —  NO  gaged  to  become  his  wife  —  tcnt 

2.  (And  this  taxing  was  flrst  made  when  in  order  to  register,  along  with  Mary 

Cyrentas  was  governor  of  Syria.)  .  .  ..  —  nasi 

This  waa  the  first  enrolment  made  beteg  great  with  child. 

when  Quirinius  was  governor  of  who  was  about  to  become  a  mother  — 

Syria  —  asv  tcnt 

(This  was  the  first  census  taken  while  She  was  pregnant  —  neb 

Quirinius  was  Governor  of  Syria)  —  i.  And  to  It  was,  that,  while  they  were 
tcnt  there,  the  days  wen  accomplished  that 

This  was  the  first  registration  of  its  she  sboaM  be  delivered. 

kind;  it  took  place  when  Quirinius  And  it  came  to  pass  ...  the  days  were 
was  governor  of  Syria  —  neb  fulfilled  .  — asv 

This  was  the  first  census,  and  it  waa  ...  the  days  were  completed  for  her  to 
token  while  ...  —  Beck  give  birth  —  nasi 

3.  And  all  went  to  be  taxed,  every  oat  While  they  were  there  her  time  came 

into  his  own  city.  . —  TCNT 

And  all  went  to  enrol  themselves,  every  And  while  they  were  there  the  time 
one  to  his  own  city  —  asv  “  came  for  her  baby  to  be  bom —Tay 

...  to  be  enrolled  . . .  — asv 
And  every  one  went  to  his  own  town 
to  be  registered  —  tcnt 
Everybody  went  to  register,  each  to  his 
own  town  —  Beck 

All  must  go  and  give  in  their  names, 
each  in  his  own  city  —  Knox 

4.  And  Joseph  also  went  up  from  Gal  Her, 

out  of  thr/ity  of  Nazareth,  Into  Jo-  _  . 

daea,1u|U'  A*\a  city  of  David,  which  Is  she  put  him  to  rest  in  the  place  where 

^MIMhlebes*,  the  cattle  had  their  food  -Bas 


And  an  angel  of  the  Lord  stood  by 
them  —  asv 

. . .  flashed  upon  them  —  Mof 
. . .  suddenly  stood  by  them  —  tcnt 


And  all  those  to  whose  ears  it  came 
were  full  of  wonder  at  the  things  said 
by  the  keepers  of  the  sheep  —  Bas 
Those  who  heard  what  the  shepherds 
had  to  say  were  amazed  —  Nor 
All  who  heard  the  shepherds  were  as¬ 
tonished  at  their  story  —  tcnt 

1*.  But  Mary  kept  all  these  things, 

. . .  sayings  —  asv 

while  Mary  treasured  up  all  that  they 
said  —  tcnt 

But  Mary  quietly  treasured  all  these 
things  in  her  heart  —  Tay 
and  pondered  them  In  her  heart 
pondering  them  ...  —  asv 
and  gave  much  thought  to  them  —  Bas 
and  mused  upon  it  —  Mof 
and  turned  them  over  in  her  mind — Phi 
and  often  thought  about  them  — Tay 
often  dwelling  on  it  in  her  mind  —  Wey 
often  pondering  on  them  in  her  heart — 
Mon  *  " 

26.  And  the  shepherds  returned,  glorifying 
and  praising  God 

And  the  shepherds  went  back,  giving 
glory  and  praise  to  God  —  tcnt 
Meanwhile  the  shepherds  went  back  to 
their  flock, ...  —  Rieu 

pass,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  for  all  the  things  that  they  bad  beard 
known  onto  us. 

and  see  this  thing  that  has  happened,  of 
which  the  Lord  has  told  us  —  Tcnt 
Let’s  see  this  wonderful  thing  that  has 
happened  ...  —  Tpy 
The  Lord  has  told  Us  what  has  hap¬ 
pened.  Let’s  go  to  Bethlehem  and 
see  it  —  Beck 


the  splendor  of  the  Lord  blazed  round 
them  —  Phi 

and  they  wain  sore  afraid. 

and  they  were  terribly  frightentd  — 

NASB 

and  they  were  terror-stricken  — Phi 
and  they  were  seized  with  fear  -b  tcnt 
16.  And  the  angel  said  wMo  tbem. 

But  the  angel  reassured  them  , .  ?— Tay 


Official 


The  Mississippi 


for  what  they  had  heard  and  seen;  it 
had  all  happened  as  they  had  been 
told  —  neb 

...  it  was  just  as  they  had  been  told  — 
Beck 

for  the  news  they  had  heard  and  the 
sight  which  confirmed  it  —  Rieu 


and  wrapped  Mm  fas  swaddling  clothe*. 

She  wrapped  Him  in  a  blanket  —  Tay 
and  folding  him  in  linen  —  Baa 
she  swathed  him  round  —  TCNT 


r  •  •"  .• .  .  t 

[Just  for  the  R  ecord  . . 
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3  MINISTERIAL  ALUMNI  of  Blue  Mountain  College  have  named  thd first  two  reci¬ 
pients  of  the  James  L.  T  ravis  Scholarship:  Ronald  Meeks,  second  from  16ft,  a  junior  at 
Blue  Mountain  and  Don  Pucik,  second  from  right,  a  sophomore. 

The  Travis  Scholarship  program  was  established  in  April  1980  in  honor  of  James 
Travis,  left,  Professor  of  Biblical  Studies  at  BMC.  Scholarships  are  granted  from  the 
endowed  fund  annually  to  qualified  Southern  Baptist  ministers  preparing  for  ministry 
In  a  Southern  Baptist  church  or  agency.  E.  Harold  Fisher.  BMC  president,  is  at  right. 

Ronald  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Meeks  of  Corinth  and  his  home  church  is 
Oakland  Baptist.  He  is  majoring  in  Bible  and  English  and  is  a  President's  list  scholar. 
Don  is  the  son  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Robert  Pucik  of  Jacksonville.  Ark.  His  majors  are 
Bible  and  history  and  he  is  associate  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Fulton,  Miss. 


BYW  was  organized  at  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg  recently.  In  atten¬ 
dance  were,  back  row,  Karin  Bolton;  Mary  Hope  Camp,  mission  support  chm.;  Paula 
Grady,  BYW  director;  Barbara  Price;  Julie  Carney;  Barbara  Stephenson;  Mary  Ann 
Mprdica;  Cathy  Strickland,  mission  action  chm.;  Ann  McNider,  president;  Mary  Anne 
McCall,  mission  study  chm.  Front  row,  Tami  Evans;  Pat  Cress;  Rose  Windham; 
Sandra  Wiggs,  mission  support  chm.;  and  Pam  Anderson,  secretary.  Missionaries 
who  have  spoken  to  this  group  are  Elaine  Perrill,  Thailand,  and  Janie  Boykin,  jour¬ 
neyman,  Liberia.  Helen  Falls,  professor  of  missions  at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  will 
speak  to  them  in  January. 


Kenneth  H.  Pope,  vice-president  for 
development  and  public  relations  at 
Hannibal-LaGrange  College  in  Hanni¬ 
bal,  Mo.,  is  the  new  advancement  vice 
president  at  Campbellsville  College. 
.■■■tape  worked  as  a  letter  carrier  for 
the  'United' States  Post  Office  in 
Jackson^  Miss,  from  1955  to  1961 ;  as  a 
graduate  assistant  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  from  1961  to  1962;r  as  a 
mathematics  instructor  for 
Hannibal-LaGrange  from  1962  to  1964, 
and  a  graduate  assistant  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Missouri-Columbia  from 
1964  to  1965.  He  is  also  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College. 

A  native  of  Clarke  County,  Miss., 
/Pope  is  married  to  Dorothy  Fay 
Touchstone  Pope. 

'  Bine  Mountain  students  recently 
Selected  to  Who’s  Who  Among  Stu¬ 
dents  in  Americans  Universities  and 
Colleges,  1961-82,  are  Nancy  Hopps, 
Memphis,  Tenn.;  Anne  Brownlee, 
Myrtle;  Marla  Bell,  Memphis;  Pam 
Randle,  Amory;  Gwyn  Wise, 
Ackerman;  Lisa  Unebarger,  Ripley; 
Shd  Pam  Barnett,  Winona. 


Harmony  Baptist 

Church,  Union 
County,  near  New 
Albany,  recently 
licensed  Billy 

Crumpton  to  the 
Christian  ministry. 
He  is  available  for 
any  type  of  church 
services,  states 
Mike  Smith,  the 
Harmony  pastor. 


Crumpton 


C.  Frank  Edmondson,  Jr.,  has  been 
licensed  to  preach  by  Calvary  Church, 
.Columbus.  He  is  available  for  either 
-pulpit  supply  or  interim  pastorates, 
apd  may  be  contacted  at  327-5463.  His 
address  is  110  King  Street,  Columbus, 
MS  39701 


Ronald  and  Sue  Ballard,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Paraguay,  have  returned 
to  the  States  for  medical  leave  (ad¬ 
dress  RL  8,  Box  54,  Meridian,  Miss. 
39301).  He  was  born  in  East  Saint 
Louis,  Ill.,  and  she  is  from  DeWitt, 
Ark..  -  “-prw*. 

Danny  Stampley,  missionary  to 
Ghana,  has  arrived  in  the  States  for 
furlough  (address:  c/o  Mrs.  O.  I. 
Stampley,  Bentonia,  Miss.  39040),  her 
hometown.  She  was  appointed  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1961. 

Mark  and  Cecile  Alexander,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Argentina,  have  arrived  in 
the  States  for  furlough  (address:  P.  O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205).  He  is  a 
native  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  she  is  the 
former  Cecile  Price  of  Corinth,  Miss. 

Antonina  Canzoneri,  missionary  to 
the  Bahamas,  has  arrived  in  the  States 
for  furlough  (address:  5939  Clinton 
Blvd.,  Jackson,  Miss.  39209).  Born  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  she  grew  up  in 
Jackson,  Miss. 

Roger  and  Beverly  Swann,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Tanzania,  are  in  the  States 
on  furlough  (address:  416  Ford  St., 
Columbia,  Miss.  39429). 


Revelation  class 

Ray  Robbins,  senior  professor  of  re¬ 
ligion  at  Mississippi  College  is  teach¬ 
ing  a  night  course  on  the  Book  of  Reve¬ 
lation  for  15  weeks  beginning  Jan  4, 
1962. 

The  course  will  be  for  college  credit 
or  for  non-credit  and  will  cost  $60.  The 
class  will  meet  on  campus  in  the  Pro¬ 
vine  Chapel,  Room  103, 6-8:30 p.m.  on 
Thursday  evenings. 

For  more  information,  call  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Continuing  Education  at  924- 
9766  or  924-5131,  ext.  225  or  301. 


Calvary,  Tupelo,  pledges  $1  million 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo,  has  just  completed  a  Church  Building  Fund  and 
budget  campaign,  pledging  $1,004,545.89  to  the  Building  Fund  and  $585,840.12 
oversubscribing  the  $567,000.00  budget  for  1 982.  Calvary  has  a  resident  membership 
of  1,057  and  reported  total  receipts  of  $435,529.00  in  I960.  John  G.  Armlstead  is 
pastor  and  Julius  Thompson,  on  the  staff  of  the  Stewardship  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  served  aa  consultant.  The  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee  is:  seated  (I  to  r)— Carol  Pitts,  Jo  Russell.  Piggie  Caldwell,  Hollis  Kinsey,  Standing 
(I  to  r)— Robert  Upchurch,  Lonnie  White,  Dan  Clevenger,  and  Henry  Whitfield.  Jim 
Threldkeld  served  as  canvass  chairman. 


Sunflower  Association  “M”  Night 
was  held  at  Second  Baptist  Church, 
Indianola,  with  J.  C.  Mitchell,  director 
of  Golden  Triangle  Missions,  as  guest 
speaker.  A  record  crowd  attended. 
Second  Baptist,  Indianola  received  the 
Attendance  Banner.  Linn  Baptist, 
Doddsville  received  the  Efficiency 
Banner  with  68%  of  overall  enrollment 
present. 

Melissa  Winters  of  Second  Baptist, 
Indianola  was  crowned  “M”  Night 
Queen  and  Michelle  Shaffer  of  Linn 
Baptist,  Doddsville  was  crowned 
“Church  Training”  Queen.  Rome  Bap¬ 
tist  was  awarded  a  certificate  far  hav¬ 
ing  the  highest  percentage  increase  in 
Church  Training  this  year.  Sonny 
Red  wine  is  Church  Training  Director 
for  the  association. 

The  WMU  members  of  Rlchburg 
Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg,  held 
their  foreign  mission  study,  Hie  Way 
to  Tlmbnktu,  Nov.  17.  On  display  were 
items  of  African  art;  jewelry,  ivory, 
wood  carvings,  pottery,  and  costumes 
from  French  West  Africa.  A  meal  of 
‘ground  nut  stew,’  rice  and  fresh  fruit 
salads  was  served.  Doris  Miller,  study 
leader,  was  assisted  by  Lillian  Sellers, 
Bonita  Paddock,  and  Erma  Baggett 
W.M.U.  director  is  Helen  Walker.  R. 
A.  Miley  is  pastor. 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Oak  Grove 
hosted  the  Lamar  County  “M"  night 
on  Nov.  16.  Highlights  included  pre¬ 
sentation  of  awards  to  Bellevue 
Church  for  doctrine,  and  study  course 
(Curley  Cole  Church  Training  direc¬ 
tor).  Ricbburg  Church,  Lewis  Webs¬ 
ter,  director,  and  Oloh  Church,  Dianne 
Dale,  director,  tied  for  highest  atten¬ 
dance.  (Richburg  had  the  highest  per¬ 
centage  of  enrollment  attending.) 
Both  churches  received  awards.  Cal¬ 
vary  Church,  Mark  Davion,  director, 
received  the  growth  award.  In  the  as¬ 
sociation,  519  of  1940  enrolled  received 
study  course  certificates  last  year. 

Bible  drill  procedure  was  de¬ 
monstrated  by  Bellevue  youth  and  the 
“Sonshine”  puppets  under  direction  of 
Mark  Russell  presented  a  skit  on 
“Disciple  Life.” 

Douglas  E.  Benedict,  pastor  of  Cal¬ 
vary,  introduced  the  featured  speaker, 
Fred  Moseley,  pastor  emeritus.  First, 
Lucedale.  The  Richburg  ensemble 
presented  special  music. 

New  Hope  Church,  Lawrence 
County,  has  purchased  a  bus  to  be  used 
in  church  related  activities.  The  first 
trip  was  made  on  November  27  with  33 
people  going  to  Jackson  to  tour  the 
Baptist  Children’s  Village,  Metro- 
Center,  and  the  Jackson  Planetarium. 
Drew  D.  Blanton  is  pastor. 

\  , ,  .‘.2  '  :  J  _  „M  j. 

“Keenagers,”  senior  adults  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Picayune,  decorated 
a  Christmas  tree  with  ornaments  they 
made  by  hand,  and  placed  the  tree  in 
the  recreation  room  of  the  church  for 
use  throughout  the  Christinas  season 
by  all  groups  wishing  to  entertain 
there.  The  tree  was  given  by  a  senior 
adult.  Director  of  senior  activities  Is 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Stoudenmier. 


Ronnie  Cottingham  has  resigned  as 
music  minister  at  First,  Helena,  to  go 
into  full-time  evangelism. 

First  Baptist  Church  of  New  Albany 
has  called  Tom  Sumrall  as  pastor.  A 
native  of  Amarillo,  Texas.  Sumrall  is  a 
graduate  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  College,  and 
New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary.  He  has  served 
churches  in  Missis¬ 
sippi,  Louisiana, 
and  New  Mexico 
and  has  just  com¬ 
pleted  a  four-year 
term  as  Southern 
Sumrall  Baptist  missionary 
in  Brasilia.  Brazil. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Jane 
Nickey  of  McComb.  They  have  a  son, 
Eric,  15.  The  Sumralls  were  welcomed 
to  First  Baptist  with  a  reception  Dec. 
6.  They  will  move  to  New  Albany  from 
the  missionary  residence  of  Calvary 
Baptist  Church,  Tupelo. 

Fairhaveu  Church,  Northwest  As¬ 
sociation,  has  called  Don  Snipes  as 
youth  and  education  director. 

John  Joiner  has  accepted  the  call  to 
serve  as  minister  of  music  and  youth 
atColonial  Hills  Church,  Southaven,  in 
Northwest  Association. 

M.  L.  Wallace  has  resigned  as  pastor 
of  Beulah  Church,  Simpson  County,  to 
accept  the  pastorate  of  Hurricane 
Creek  Church,  Marion  County. 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church  in  Lawr¬ 
ence  County  has  employed  Mrs.  Kenny 
Wayne  Tanks!  ey  as  part  time  church 
secretary.  She,  her  husband  and  two 
children  live  near  MonticeUo.  She  is 
the  former  Joan  Thomas. 

Dividing  Ridge  Church,  Yalobusha 
County,  has  called  as  pastor  Harold 
Bennett  of  Grenada. 

Rickey  Blythe  has  resigned  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  Toccopoia  Church,  Pontotoc 
County,  to  become  pastor  of  Parks 
Church,  Union  County. 


When  It  gets  as  dark  as  it  can  get,  the 
stars  come  out. 

If  absence  makes  thq  heart  grow 
fonder,  some  church  members  are 
deeply  in  love  with  the  church. 


Inf  ia  Springs  Baptist  Church, 

Laur  ,  has  exceeded  its  Lottie  Moon 
Chris  has  Offering  goal  of  $3,200.  On 
Dec.  the  closing  day  of  the  Week  of 
Pray  gifts  totaled  $4,(06.25,  with  an 
addit  cal  $170.00  pledged.  Tim  San¬ 
ford,  astor,  said,  “I  believe  that  the 
pray  s  offered  during  the  Week  of 
Praj  r  for  Foreign  Missions  were 
greal  y  responsible,  and  doubtless 
conti  >u ted  much,  to  that  which  the 
chur  h  considers  a  real  victory  for 


Th$  Sixty  Plus  Chib  of  First  BpptUt 
Chnrth,  Soso,  recently  tods  a  trip  to 
Bur  at,  La.  Their  pastor,  Jim  Beck, 
was  hus  driver  and  tour  guide.  The 
group touredFort  Jackson.  They  were 
guests  for  coffee  and  cake  at  the  home 
of  Beck’s  sister,  Mrs.  Pat  Buras,  and 
also  met  the  pastor’s  sister  Elaine  and 
his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  C.  Beck. 
Mrs.  Buras  invited  the  group  to  pick 
satsumas  from  her  orchard. 

Puckett  Baptist  Church  recently 
broke  ground  for  a  new  preschool  and 
children's  building.  The  structure  will 
have  a  video  room  for  preschool,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  youth  departments.  Those 
taking  part  included:  Jim  Carr,  pas¬ 
tor;  Prentiss  Calhoun,  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  chairman;  Rufus  Vanderford, 
deacon  chairman;  and  Brent  Purvis,  a 
member  of  the  Children’s  department. 
This  new  addition  will  help  ease  over¬ 
crowded  conditions,  the  pastor  said. 

Prayer  requests 

From  Togo  to  Taiwan,  prayer  re¬ 
quests  from  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  pour  in.  Missionaries  rely 
heavily  on  the  united  prayer  efforts 
pi  fellow  Baptists  back  home  to 
provide  the  power  they  heed  to 
spread  the  gospel. 

Malawi— Pray  that  God  will  call 
laymen  from  Christians  in  this 
country  to  be  trained  for  leadership 
in  their  churches.  Pray  also  thar 
work  among  Malawi  women  who 
have  expressed  an  interest  in  learn¬ 
ing  about  the  Bible  will  Sourish. 

Zimbabwe— Pray  that  housing 
will  be  available  for  new  mis¬ 
sionaries.  Pray  that  the  Zimbabwe 
Mission  will  be  able  to  rent  two 
apartments  in  Salisbury;  buy  or 
rent  two  houses  in  Bulawayo;  rent 
two  apartments  and  a  house  in 
Gwelo. 

Countries  with  tropical 
climates— Pray  that  missionaries 
in, these  places  will  be  immune; ip 
tropical  diseases  to  which  they  arc 
exposed.  There  are  no  in  inocula¬ 
tions  to  prevent  many  of  these  dis¬ 
eases. 

Guatemala— Pray  that  God  will 
continue  to  protect  Guatemalan 
Baptists  and  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  violence  which 
stems  from  political  unrest  Pray 
also  that  God  will  open  doors  for 
witness  here. 

Philippine*— Pray  that  lay 
people  will  go  to  the  Philippines  and 
aid  volunteers'  Dono  and  Betty 
Moore  in  a  vocational  training 
program  at  a  refugee  camp.  The 
Moores  have  had  to  turn  hundreds 
of  people  away  because  the  number 
of  classes  they  were  able  to  offer 
was  extremely  limited. 
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Marion  County  Jay  Streck  Crusade  Steering  Committee— seated,  left  to  right, 
Stanley  Haddox,  B.  Alfred  Jones,  Landis  Herrin,  Mariyn  Fortenberry,  Vatton  Douglas. 
Standing,  left  to  right,  George  Lee,  Clifford  Smyly,  Ken  Jordan.  Margaret  Lee,  Bob 
Williams,  Wilbur  Hall,  Owen  Lusk, 

Jay  Strack  Crusade  to  be 
at  Columbia  Water  Park 


A  Steering  Committee  has  been 
selected  for  the  1962  area  Jay  Strack 
Crusade  to  be  held  April  25-30, 1962,  at 
the  Columbia  Water  Park,  Columbia, 
Miss.  Clayton  Spriggs  of  the  Jay 
Strack  Evangelistic  Association  will 
be  coordinator. 

A  kick-off  rally  will  be  held  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Columbia  on  Jan.  18, 
at  7  p.m.  On  February  7  at  3  p.m.  there 
will  be  a  committee  orientation  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
Columbia  and  on  April  19  at  North  Col¬ 
umbia  Baptist  Church  there  will  be  a 
meeting  at  7  p.m.  for  the  training  of 
counselors  and  at  8:30  p.m.  for  train¬ 
ing  of  ushers. 

Members  of  the  Steering  Committee 
are;  Valton  Douglas,  general  chair¬ 
man;  George  Lee,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Marion  County,  co-chairman; 
Bob  Williams,  local  crusade  director; 
Margaret  Lee,  secretary;  J.  Roy 
McComb,  finance;  B.  Alfred  Jones, 
ministerial  involvement;  Wilbur  Hall, 
attendance;  Mariyn  Fortenberry, 
counseling;  Clifford  Smyly,  follow-up; 
Bemie  Parker,  music ;  Bob  May,  park¬ 


ing;  Bob  Goolsby,  personal 
evangelism;  Ken  Jordan,  publicity; 
Owen  Lusk,  prayer;  Stanley  Haddox, 
ushers;  Don  Lum,  youth  activities; 
Betty  Breland,  telephone;  and  Landis 
Herrin,  Arrangements. 


Cliff  Temple  Baptist  Church, 
(Adams)  Natchez;  stewardship  revi¬ 
val;  Dec.  6-9;  Clarence  Cutrell, 
evangelist;  George  Tarver,  music  di¬ 
rector;  62  commitment  cards  turned 
in,  $68,400  pledged  for  next  year’s 
budget;  W.  G.  Dowdy,  pastor. 

Washington  (EP)— The  launching  of 
an  unprecedented  worldwide  mem¬ 
bership  drive  by  Seventh-day  Adven¬ 
tists  is  expected  to  be  in  full  swing  one 
year  from  now.  The  3.8  million- 
member  denomination  hopes  to  add 
one  million  new  converts  to  its  ranks 
before  its  quinquennial  session  gets 
under  way  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
near  the  end  of  June,  1965.. 
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Pinelake 
observes  10th 

Pinelake  Baptist  Church  in  Rankin 
County  observed' its  10th  anniversary 
Dec.  6  with  a  fellowship  dinner  and 
special  evening  service.  The  church 
was  constituted  on  Dec.  5,  1971,  alter 
functioning  for  nine  months  as  a  mis¬ 
sion  of  Flowood  Baptist  Church. 

During  the  time  of  mission  status 
there  were  37  who  joined  the  fellow¬ 
ship,  and  they  were  the  charter  mem¬ 
bers. 

The  church  now  has  a  membership 
of  60S. 

The  mission  was  begun  in  a  mobile 
cha|iel  furnished  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  and  located 
at  Riss  Barnett  Reservoir.  It  was  es 
tabluhed  on  16  acres  of  land  donated 
by  Rsnkin  Baptist  Association  by  J.  E. 
p act  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
church.  When  the  church  was  consti¬ 
tuted  the  association  deeded  five  acres 
to  the  church. 

Liter  the  association  built  an  as 
semlly  building  on  the -remaining  11 
acre*.  The  church  recently  completed 
negotiations  for  purchasing  the  as¬ 
sembly  building  to  use  as  a  worship 
cent*,  since  the  original  auditorium 
has  become  too  small.  The  association 
deeded  two  acres  additional  to  go  with 
the  assembly  building. 

Lasnie  Wil bourn  has  been  pastor  of 
Pinekke  since  August  of  1977.  He  is  the 
secosti  pastor.  Gary  Watkins,  now  of 
Bowing  Green,  Ky.,  was  the  first. 

J.  C.  Renfro*,  director  of  missions 
for  tonkin  Association,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  anniversary  service. 

Hone  Board  appoints 

ATtANTA  (BP)— The  executive 
comrdttee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board  appointed  40  per¬ 
sons  »  mission  service  during  their 
December  meeting  in  Atlanta 


- Devotional - 

God's  greatest  gift 

By  Charles  Hollfield,  pastor,  Liberty 
Luke  2:1-24 

God’s  greatest  gift  to  men,  his  only  begotten  Son,  is  often  overlooked  at 
Christmas.  We  should  focus  our  attention  upon  the  supreme  gift  God  has  sentinto 
ourworldtooffer  salvation  to  all  who  would  believe.  The  curtain  of  time  was 
drawn  back  and  Isaiah  foretold  the  future  of  God  giving  his 
greatest  gift  to  the  world. 

Christmas  should  have  a  very  special  meaning  to  all  of  us. 
The  virgin  birth  rrfChr  jst  &pd,toe,toc#ritottojip{Gq4  to  Christ 
'essential  to  the  proper.  j/nttorsLuidwE  of  the  meaning 

as;’  an#  . 

There  is  that  strange  loveliness  about  Christmas.  In  this 
season  there  is  probably  more  joy,  forgiveness,  generosity, 
and  good  will  than  any  other  time  of  the  year.  For  a  brief  span 
of  time  meanness  gives  away  to  meekness ;  ugliness  gives  way 
Holifield  to  beauty ;  and  the  drive  to  get  is  replaced  by  the  spirit  and 
desire  to  give.  Someone  has  said,  “Man  is  almost  what  he  ought  to  be  at  Christ¬ 
mastime.” 

Yet  all  of  this  is  so  short  lived  and  temporal.  The  day  after  Christmas  many  of 
the  toys  are  broken,  trees  took  wilted,  the  tinsel  is  no  longer  so  shiny ,  and  the  holly 
is  not  nearly  so  green. 

It  is  a  tragedy  of  tragedies  that  so  few  of  the  people  of  the  world  have  related 
themselves  properly  to  the  Christ  who  was  born  in  Bethlehem  destined  to  be 
crucified  and  suffer,  providing  a  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  the  world. The  shepherds 
came  with  haste  to  Bethlehem  and  found  Joseph,  and  Mary,  and  the  babe  lying  in 
a  manger.  The  wise  men  came  later  asking,  “Where  is  be  that  is  born  King  of  the 
Jews?” 

The  birth  of  Jesus  gave  the  world  a  new  era  dividing  the  past  from  the  present 
and  the  future.  His  spirit  and  inspiration  have  given  the  World  its  most  immortal 
paintings.  His  love  has  inspired  the  world’s  masterpieces  of  art,  sculpture,  and 
music .  More  hordes  have  been  written  about  him  than  have  been  written  about  all 
of  the  Kings  who  have  ruled  from  earthly  thrones. 

God’s  greatest  gift  to  ns 

God  has  given  his  supernatural  Son.  In  the  fullness  of  time  Jesus  was  super- 
naturaily  conceived  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  born  of  the  virgin  Mary.  Christianity 
is  based  upon  this  and  if  we  reject  the  virgin  birth,  deny  his  substitution  for  us  and 
his  resurrection  and  ascension  back  to  the  Father,  we  do  not  have  anything  to 
offer  the  world  to  redeem  lost  humanity. 

God  has  given  us  a  sinless  son.  Christ  was  “in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are, 
yet  without  sin." 

God  has  given  us  his  Son  to  be  crucified  to  atone  for  our  sins.  The  prophet  Isaiah 
devoted  the  entire  53rd  chapter  of  Isaiah  to  foretell  this.  The  angel  told  Joseph 
that  tiie  child  of  Mary  was  divine  and  would  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  John  the 
Baptist  introduced  him  as  the  “Lamb  of  God. . . 

God  has  given  us  his  Son  who  is  all  sufficient.  He  takes  care  of  our  pasj  in 
forgiveness  and  meets  the  deepest  needs  of  the  soul  because  he  is  alt  sufficient. 

God  has  given  to  us  his  best  gift  to  his  Son.  We  need  to  give  our  best  in  making 
this  Christmastime  a  time  of  thanksgiving  for  God’s  gift  to  us  and  let  there  be  joy, 
peace,  and  real  worship  this  Christmas. 

Medicare  Supplement 

Policy  Form  MC-78 
Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn't  pay 
Benefits  start  from  first  day  (Optional)  —  Guaranteed  renewable 
Pays  in  addition  to  Medicare  or  any  insurance  you  may  have 

Benefits  For: 

|  Hospital  entrance  fees  Blood  transfusions  j 

Doctors  fees  Ambulance  ■ 

|  Private  room  expense  Nursing  Home  | 

i  Registered  nurse  Extended  stay 


For  lull  information  fill  out  coupon  und  mail  to: 

OLD  SOUTHERN  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
P.  O.  Drawer  2157  '  703  Hi-Way  80  West 

Clinton,  MS  39050 
(001)  924-1110 

Name— - — - Age — _ 

Street  — _ * - . - - - - — — - 

City _ _ State - 

Phone  — - - 1 - Zip - - — 

Underwritten  by  OM  Southern  Life  Insurance  Co  .  Montgomery  Ala  B 
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Miracles  by  the  King 


By  Lewis  Sewell,  Oxford 
Matthew  14:1-41 

This  section  of  scripture  deals 
primarily  with  certain  miracles  of 
Jesus.  The  point  is  to  show  that  the 
miracles  of  Jesus  met  human  need  and 
brought  acknowledgement  by  the  dis¬ 
ciples  that  He  was  the  Son  of  God. 

I.  Death  of  John  the  Baptist  (14:1-12.) 

The  explanation  of  the  death  of  John 

the  Baptist  is  tied  closely  with  Jesus’ 
withdrawal  from  the  territory  of 
Herod  Antipas.  John’s  death  took 
place  apparently  some  time  before  the 
time  of  Jesus’  return  to  Nazareth 
(13:53-68.)  Verse  13  alludes  to  Jesus’ 
hearing  of  Herod's  assessment  of  Him 
or  John  resurrected. 

The  disappointment  of  the  populace 
that  Jesus  was  not  the  kind  of  Messiah 
they  were  looking  for,  and  their  lack  of 
insight  into  the  nature  of  His  Person 
and  work,  led  Jesus  to  adopt  the 
parabolic  method  of  teaching  when 
confronted  by  crowds,  and  to  confine 
His  direct  teaching  to  His  disciples. 
Matthew  proceeds  to  show  that  it  was 
His  final  rejection  at  Nazareth  and  the 
fear  aroused  in  Herod  Antipas  the  tet- 
rarch  of  Galilee  that  in  Jesus  be  was 
confronted  once  again  with  John  (he 
imagined  that  he  was  rid  of  him 
forever  when  he  had  him  beheaded) 
that  led  Jesus  to  withdraw  from  the 
domain  of  Herod  and  concentrate  His 
attention,  for  the  most  part,  upon  the 
instruction  of  His  disciples. 

Jesus  had  opened  His  Galilean 
ministry  in  the  synagogue  at  N  azareth 
and  had  been  forcibly  ejected.  On  His 
present  return  after  a  long  interval, 
His  teaching  intensified  the  curiosity 
of  His  listeners  but  failed  to  win  their 
confidence.  They  saw  Him  simply  as 
the  carpenter’s  son.  They  could  not 
understand  His  power.  Therefore, 
they  rejected  Him. 

Jesus  left  and  went  “by  ship  into  a 
desert  place.”  This  phrase  describes 
the  northeast  shore  of  the  Sea  of 
Galilee  which  was  territory  governed 
by  Philip,  the  brother  of  Herod  An¬ 
tipas.  Jesus  wanted  to  avoid  for  the 
time  being  a  public  clash  with  Herod 
because  such  an  encounter  would 
probably  stop  short  His  ministry. 

II.  Feeding  the  multitnde  (14:13-31) 

When  Jesus  landed  on  the  northeast¬ 
ern  shore  of  the  lake,  probably  near 
Bethsaida,  He  discovered  that  the 
crowds  for  Capernaum  and  other 
towns  had  gone  on  ahead  of  Him  on  foot 
and  were  awaiting  His  arrival.  Jesus 
was  moved  with  compassion  toward 
them  and  felt  constrained  to  continue 
His  gracious  work  of  heajlng.  Both 
Mark  and  Luke  tell  us  that  Jesus  also 


continued  His  teaching. 

Jesus  was  still  moved  with  compas¬ 
sion  for  the  hungry  and  decided  to  use 
His  miraculous  power  to  satisfy  their 
needs.  But  first  He  brings  home  to  His 
disciples  indirectly  the  fundamental 
truth  that  He  has  called  them  to  be 
shepherds  of  the  new  Israel  which  con¬ 
stitutes  the  Messiah’s  flock,  but  that 
they  will  never  be  able  to  discharge 
that  function  in  their  own  strength.  All 
the  power  necessary  for  “feeding  the 
sheep”  comes  from  Him. 

The  disciples’  suggestion  that  Jesus 
dismiss  the  crowds  seems  reasonable. 
The  people  had  no  food;  it  was  past 
time  for  supper;  villagers  were  near 
where  food  could  be  bought.  That, 
however,  did  not  fit  Jesus’  plan. 

Jesus  asked  for  the  available  food  to 
be  brought  to  Him.  Hie  disciples  ob¬ 
tained  five  loaves  and  two  fish.  After 
blessing  the  scanty  meal,  Jesus  broke 
the  fish  and  bread  into  pieces  to  be 
passed  out  to  the  crowd. 

This  action  of  Jesus  was  sacramen¬ 
tal.  He  intended  to  convey  the  truth 
that  the  benefits  that  He  as  Messiah 
had  come  to  bestow  upon  God’s  people 
were  spiritual  and  not  merely  mate¬ 
rial.  The  disciples  and  the  crowds  did 
not  understand  this  truth.  They  re¬ 
mained  unaware  that  they  had  other 
needs  than  physical.  They  would 
gladly  accept  Jesus  as  their  King,  but 
only  because  He  would  use  His 
miraculous  powers  to  supply  their 
material  wants.  They  would  not  let 
Him  be  their  King  who  would  supply 
their  spiritual  needs. 

After  Jesus  fed  the  multitude,  5,000 
men  plus  women  and  children,  the  dis¬ 
ciples  picked  up  twelve  baskets  of 
food.  Truly  Jesus  can  supply  our 
needs 

HI.  Walking  on  water  (14:22-33.) 

After  the  great  miracle  of  feeding  so 
many  with  so  little,  Jesus  directed  the 
disciples  to  go  to  the  other  side  of  the 
lake,  or  more  probably  a  bay.  Jesus 
had  left  the  territory  of  Herod  and  He 
most  likely  would  not  send  His  disci¬ 
ples  back.  Jesus  withdrew  to  the  hills 
that  overlooked  the  bay  to  pray  and 
probably  intended  to  walk  around  the 
shore  to  join  His  men.  But  the  contrary 
winds  drove  the  disciples’  boat  back  to 
Gennesaret  (v.  34). 

Although  the  boat  in  which  the  disci¬ 
ples  were  making  the  crossing  was 
some  way  off  shore,  Jesus,  when  He 
arose  from  His  prayers,  was  able  to 
see  from  the  hillside  that  it  was  floun¬ 
dering  in  heavy  weather  in  a  rough 
sea,  and  was  against  a  headwind.  Bet¬ 
ween  three  and  six  a  m.  He  came  to¬ 
wards  the  disciples  walking  over  the 


sea.  Jesus  as  God’s  Messiah  shares  the 
power  of  God  as  the  Lord  of  Creation 
and  the  wind  and  sea  obey  Hia  The 
disciples,  however,  did  not  yettnder- 
stand  that  He  possessed  such  power 
and  cried  out  in  terror  when  thiy  saw 
Him.  Jesus  intended  them  to  see  Him, 
but  He  did  not  plan  to  enter  the  boat. 
Obviously  He  whnted  to  teach  them 
that  though  He  would  not  always  be  in 
close  proximity  physically.  He  would 
always  be  near  spiritually. 

When  the  wind  ceased  blowing,  the 
disciples  recognized  Jesus  as  Lord  of 
wind  and  water.  Then,  they  fell  down 
•in  adoration  before  Him. 

Certain  circumstances  arose  that 
led  Jesus  to  rejoin Ihe  disciples  in  the 
boat.  Apparently  Jesus  was  gdkig  to 
walk  by  them.  Peter  heard  Jesus’ 
voice  and  observed  that  Jesus  did  not 
intend  to  enter  the  boat;  he  asked  for 
the  power  to  come  to  Him  over  the 
water  and  presumably  walk  with  Him 
to  the  shore.  To  be  able  to  exercise  that 
power  would  be  a  privilege.  Peter 
started  out  to  Jesus  but  failed  when  his 
courage  and  trust  in  Jesus  failed.  After 
Jesus  chided  Peter  lor  his  lack  of  faith, 
they  both  got  into  the  boat.  .  . 

IV.  Miracles  of  healing  (14:34-34). 

When  Jesus  and  His  disciples  even¬ 
tually  came  to  land  at  Gennesaret,  He 
was  recognized  by  the  inhabitants  who 
spread  the  news  of  His  arrival  over  the 
countryside  with  the  result  that  Jesus 
was  once  again  confronted  by  a  crowd 
of  sick  folk.  They  had  such  confidence 
that  He  could  heal  them  that  they 
asked  to  be  allowed  only  to  “touch  the 
hem  of  his  garment;"  and  their  faith 
did  not  go  unrewarded.  For  Matthew 
these  healings  brought  the  power  of 
the  dawning  Kingdom  to  Gennesaret. 

Jesse  Helms  wouldn’t 
object  to  ‘Hail  Mary’ 

WASHINGTON  (EP)— Sen.  Jesse 
Helms,  the  nation’s  leading  advocate 
of  “voluntary”  prayer  in  the  public 
schools,  has  admitted  the  kind  of  sec¬ 
tarian  indoctrination  he  would  allow 
under  the  guise  of  ‘  ‘voluntary  ’  ’  prayer, 
according  to  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State. 

In  debate  in  the  U.S.  Senate  on 
November  16,  Sen.  Helms  (R-N.C.) 
said  he  would  have  no  objection  jo  a 
Roman  Catholic  public  school  teacher 
writing  on  the  blackboard  the  words  of 
the  “Hail  Mary,”  a  Roman  Catholic 
prayer  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  then 
inviting  the  third  grade  children  to  join 
her  in  reciting  therm 


Christmas,  1931 


By  Mrs.  Max  B.  Graham 

It  was  only  a  week  until  Christmas 
and  money  was  scarce  because  of  the 
Depression.  That  year  Daddy  had 
taken  four  “settin”  hens  to  the  nearby 
town  to  sell  so  he  and  Mamma  would 
have  just  a  little  Christmas  money  to 
buy  something  jointly  for  the  four 
smaller  chi’.dren.  The  older  five  would 
just  have  to  understand.  Mamma  had 
already  selected  one  of  the  turkeys  we 
had  raised  on  our  farm  to  be  fattened 
for  the  tag  Christmas  dinner  that  she 
was  planning.  On,  what  good  dressing 
and  giblet  gravy  she  could  make  at 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas! 

The  older  boys  had  already  selected 
and  cut  the  Christmas  tree  and  it  was 
now  standing  upright  in  the  front  par¬ 
lor.  They  had  picked  off  the  peanuts 
and  picked  out  the  best  ears  of  popcorn 
to  be  used  in  the  Christmas  prepara¬ 
tions  —the  peanuts  to  parch  and  for 
candy  and  the  popcorn  to  be  popped 
and  strung  by  the  older  girls  to  help 
decorate  the  tree.  Large  pine  cones 
had  been  picked  up  in  the  woods  and 
painted  silver  and  colorful  holly  with 
red  berries  had  been  cut  to  be  used  in 
decorating  the  tops  of  mantles,  along 
with  pine  cones  and  homemade  can¬ 
dles.  After  we  decorated  the  mantles, 
it  was  time  to  decorate  the  six-foot 
cedar  tree. 

The  boys  kept  the  corn  popper  going 
over  the  red  coals  of  the  fireplace,  as 
the  girls  strung  the  dishpans  of  freshly 
popped  corn,  strung  red  berries  they: 
had  gathered  in  the  woods,  hung 


homemade  paper  ornaments,  silver 
painted  pine  cones,  and  covered  the 
tree  with  homemade  snow  made  from 
soap  flakes.  A  homemade  silver  star 
finished  off  the  top  of  the  stately 
Christmas  tree. 

Mamma  spent  the  week  choking  all 
kinds  of  cakeS,  cookies,  candy,  and 
pies.  What  an  aroma  from  freshly 
baked  goods  pervaded  our  farm  house. 
It  took  a  lot  of  Christmas  baking  for  a 
family  of  eleven ,  not  counting  all  those 
friends  and  relatives  who  would  eat  at 
least  one  meal  at  our  house  during 
Christmas. 

Snow  fell  all  night  that  Christmas 
Eve.  Each  of  the  nine  children,  accept 
the  baby  girl,  had  put  out  a  box  or  hung 
up  a  Christmas  stocking  and  one  was 
put  out  also  for  the  baby.  Each  child 
received  one  apple  and  one  orange  and 
a  few  pieces  of  bought  Christmas 
candy  plus  a  package  of  firecrackers, 
or  a  box  of  sparklers,  depending  on  the 
age  of  the  child.  The  four  smaller  chil¬ 
dren  jointly  received  a  bright  red 
wagon  in  which  die  older  children  also 
enjoyed  riding. 

The  younger  children  were  stirring 
at  four  Christmas  morning  wanting  to 
know  if  Santa  had  come,  so  Mamma 
and  Daddy  decided  they  might  as  well 
get  up  and  let  them  enjoy  Santa  Claus. 
After  about  two  hours,  the  entire  fam¬ 
ily  sat  down  to  a  bountiful  breakfast 
thinking  of  that  time  long  ago  when  the 
first  Christmas  was  begun  as  the  little 
Christ  child  was  born  in  Bethlehem. 

(Mrs.  'Max  Graham  lives  near 
Coldwater,  Miss.) 


Let  there  be  love 


FAMILY!  Let  there  be  LOVE  in 
this  house! 

It’s  a  big  world  out  there— and 
yes— it’s  a  COLD  world  too! 

So  let  there  be  LOVE  AND 
WARMTH  in  this  house! 

Nobody  “OUT  THERE”  really 
cares  what  goes  on  behind  THESE 
FOUR  WALLS-or  at  least  nobody 
SEEMS  to  care. 

Maybe  it’s  just  that  THEY  have 
their  OWN  concerns  and  trials  and 
triumphs  to  keep  them  involved 
and  to  keep  them  from  caring— 
BUT  WITHIN  THESE  FOUR 
WALLS— let  there  be — 
love  for  one  another 
understanding  of  one  another 
acceDtance  of  one  another 


forgiveness  of  one  another 
concern  for  one^nother 
communication  with  one  another 
worship  of  God  with  one  another 
helpfulness  to  one  another 
cooperation  with  one  another 
kindness  to  one  another 
smiles  for  one  another— even 
LAUGHTER  with  one  another 
pride  in  one  another’s  EFFORTS 
and  ACHIEVEMENTS 
sympathy  for  one  another 
THEN  there  will  be  PEACE  and 
JOY  and  HOPE  and  HAPPINESS 
that  passes  understanding  in 
EVERY  HEART  IN  THIS  HOUSE 
and  THAT  will  be  WONDERFUL! 
—Elizabeth  S.  Matthews 
Clinton,  MS. 


Christmas  Joy 

In  the  little  country  church 
by  the  side  of  the  road, 
the  congregation  stands  to  sing— 
“Joy  To  The  World!” 

But  is  there  joy 
to  parts  of  the  world 
dark,  sad,  and  wanting? 

And  is  there  joy 

where  little  children  Cry  out 

for  bread  and  warmth? 

Where  old  bones  freeze 
and  cringe  from  pain? 

Where  sorrow  hangs  over  the  door 
as  mistletoe; 
and  the  ‘temp  of  life’ 
is  only  a  flicker! 

Oh,  Lord,  forgive  us,  please! 
for  hungry  children, 
and  bones  that  freeze ! 

Help  us  Lord,  on  this— ‘Your  Night’ 
to  light,  apdkeep  our  Christmas  Light ! 

— Roxie  Barton  Jones 


“And  knowledge 
shall  be  increased ” 

A  miracle  is  a  splendrous  thing  — 
a  Child  from  Heaven  for  a  King, 
and  God  who  walked  the  earth  as  man 
revealing  life’s  prophetic  plan. 

Jesus  healed  earth’s  weary  face 
and  then  ascended  into  space 
through  worlds  the  people  did  not 
know, 

with  promise  to  return  for  us,  2,000 
years  ago;  ' 

and  now  with  man  in  rocket  ship 
sailing  the  skies  beyond  earth’s  tip, 
seeing  myriads  of  worlds  in  mystery, 
•how  easy  to  believe  the  majesty 
of  God,  my  God  who  personally 
this  Christmas  made  a  miracle  for  me. 

—Violet  Tacket,  McComb 


Lynchburg,  Va.  (EP)— Moral 
Majority  more  than  doubled  its  annual 
revenue  to  35.77  million  in  the  fiscal 
year  that  ended  Aug.  31,  but  it  had  a 
deficit  of  more  than  $500,000,  an  audit 
showed  December  9.  The  audit  showed 
that  in  fiscal  198031.  Jerry  Falwell’s 
conservative  political  lobby  ba<J  re¬ 
venues  of  $5.77  million— up  front  $2.21 
million  from  fiscal  1979410: 


life  and  Work  lesson 


Freed  for  responsible  service 


Uniform  Lesson 


The  greatest  discovery 


By  Joel  E.  Haire,  pastor 
First  Church,  Crystal  Springs 
Galatians  5:13-16,  22-25;  6:2,  7-14 
Responsible  service  is  a  beautiful 
thing  in  the  Christian  community.  It  is 
not  limited  by  time  or  occasion,  but  is 
always  appropriate.  Expressions  of 
responsible  service  may  be  simple 
gestures  that  take  only  a  few  moments 
or  they  may  require  more  time  with 
greater  personal  involvement. 

Recently,  while  attending  a  confer¬ 
ence  several  miles  from  my  home,  I 
received  a  telephone  message  telling 
about  the  sickness  of  a  family 
member.  Immediately  I  made  plans  to 
go  and  be  with  that  loved  one.  As  I  was 
leaving  the  church  building,  where  the 
conference  was  held,  two  friends  were 
standing  in  the  hallway.  They  listened 
carefully  as  I  shared  with  them  the 
circumstances  that  had  just  de¬ 
veloped.  How  meaningful  it  was  when 
they  responded  with  prayer.  There  we 
stood  in  the  hallway  for  just  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  sharing  a  prayer  time.  It  was  a 
beautiful  thing  and  meant  more  to  me 
than  anyone  could  have  ever  realized. 
Here  was  an  act  of  responsible  Christ¬ 
ian  service.  It  was  not  planned  ahead 
of  time.  Rather  it  was  a  simple  and 
significant  response  to  a  need. 

We  need  a  Christian  lifestyle  that  re¬ 
sponds  to  the  needs  of  others  about  us. 
Freedom  in  Christ  can  provide  a  life¬ 
style  freed  from  legalism  and  moti¬ 
vated  by  love.  It  will  enable  us  to  freely 
,  serve. 

I.  Serve  one  another  (5:13-15). 

Liberty  is  a  wonderful  thing  when  it 
is  used  in  the  right  way.  However, 
there  is  danger  in  the  wrong  use  of  lib¬ 
erty.  It  was  never  intended  to  be  an 
occasion  to  the  flesh.  Apparently  some 
took  Paul’s  opposition  to  legalism  as 
their  opportunity  to  justify  self- 
indulgence  and  sin.  They  were  not  re¬ 
ally  hearing  all  Chat  Paul  was  saying, 
only  what  they  wanted  to  hear.  To  take 
part  of  what  a  person  said  and  treat  it 
as  if  it  were  all  he  said  is  indeed  an 
injustice  and  often  leads  to  a  misrep¬ 
resentation  of  the  truth.  Paul  would 
not  allow  his  words  to  be  so  misused. 
He  warned  the  Galatians  that  their 
Christian  liberty  could  not  be  used  as 
license.  The  only  correct  use  of  Christ¬ 
ian  liberty  was  in  obedience  to  the  tew 
of  love. 

A  right  understanding  and  use  of 
love  bring  about  liberty  for  service. 
Love  asks  not  how  can  I  serve  my  own 
well  being;  not  how  I  can  be  served, 
rather  it  asks  about  service  to  one 


another.  It  sets  up  a  new  plane  of  liv¬ 
ing. 

What  a  contrast  love  offers  when 
compared  to  a  devouring  attitude  to¬ 
ward  one  another.  The  best  way  Paul 
knew  to  describe  this  kind  of  situation 
was  to  compare  it  to  an  animal  re¬ 
sponse  .  To  bite  and  devour  one  another 
is  more  animal  than  human.  It 
suggests  contention  of  a  fierce  and 
cruel  nature,  its  ultimate  end  being 
destruction. 

When  Christians  choose  sides  and  do 
battle  there  is  really  never  a  winner. 
Contentions  always  hurt  the  Christian 
cause  and  everyone  involved  loses. 

II.  Walk  in  the  Spirit  <5:1$,  22-25). 

There  is  a  better  way  for  Christians. 
Paul  described  the  better  way  and 
with  it  gave  a  guarantee  that  it  would 
work.  His  answer  was,  .  .  Walk  in 
the  Spirit ...”  You  cannot  walk  in  the 
Spirit  and  fulfill  the  lust  of  the  flesh  at 
the  same  time. 

A  person  who  is  walking  in  the  Spirit 
shall  produce  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit. 
This  fruit  is  so  different  from  the  rot¬ 
tenness  that  comes  from  a  life  that 
seeks  only  to  fulfill  the  lust  of  the  flesh. 

Some  of  the  most  beautiful  Christ¬ 
mas  decorations  that  can  adorn  a  ta¬ 
ble,  mantel  or  door  are  made  from 
fruit.  Some  of  the  most  beautiful  things 
that  adorn  a  Christian’s  life  are  made 
of  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit. 

Love,  joy  and  peace  turn  our  minds 
toward  God.  Without  him  these  would 
be  impossible.  Longsuffering,  gentle¬ 
ness  and  goodness  are  necessary  in 
our  relationship  to  others.  How  much 
this  relationship  suffers  without  these 
qualities.  Faith,  meekness  and  tem¬ 
perance  remind  us  of  our  own  personal 
needs.  These  give  strength  and  mean¬ 
ing  to  our  daily  lives.  They  add 
spiritual  dimension  to  every  area  of 
life. 

A  spiritual  life  is  intended  to  produce 
a  spiritual  walk.  Walking  in  the  Spirit 
follows  living  in  the  Spirit.  The  idea 
here  is  to  move  in  a  line  or  row.  We  are 
to  be  sure  our  walk  is  in  step  with  the 
spiritual  life. 

III.  Bear  one  another’s  burdens 

(4:2,5). 

Paul-has  talked  about  some  of  the 
dangers  in  misuse  of  spiritual  freedom . 
He  recognized  that  there  would  be 
some  who  were  guilty  of  such. 

When  another  Christian  is  overtaken 
in  any  trespass  what  is  to  be  our  re¬ 
sponse?  We  are  to  recognize  that  he 
has  a  burden.  We  are  to  restore  him  in 


a  spirit  of  gentleness  and  while  we  are 
doing  so  help  him  bear  his  burdens. 
Our  motive  is  to  be  another’s  spiritual 
good. 

Bearing  our  own  burden  can  be  a 
real  help  to  us  in  bearing  another’s 
■  burdens.  Our  own  burden  here  is  one  of 
moral  responsibility.  The  freedom  we 
have  in  Christ  calls  us  to  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  doing  what  is  right.  When  we 
realize  how  far  short  we  fall  as  Christ¬ 
ians  it  causes  us  to  want  to  help 
another  who  has  fallen,  rather  than 
criticize. 

God’s  plan  calls  for  Christians  to 
help  each  other.  If  we  do  not  follow 
God’s  (dan  then  there  are  no  other 
human  hands  that  can  help  us.  We  are 
responsible. 

IV.  Sow  To  The  Spirit  (6:7-14). 

When  the  farmer  goes  to  his  field  to 
sow  he  knows  exactly  what  he  is  going 
to  reap.  He  will  reap  what  he  sows.  If 
he  plants  corn  it  will  never  come  up  as 
wheat.  This  is  not  just  true  most  of  the 
time  but  all  of  the  time. 

When  the  Christian  goes  to  his  field 
to  sow  he  knows  exactly  what  he  is 
going  to  reap.  He  will  reap  what  h4 
sows.  If  he  sows  to  his  own  flesh  he  will 
reap  corruption.  If  he  sows  to  theSpirit 
he  will  reap  life  everlasting.  Thlsisnot 
just  true  most  of  the  time  but  all  of  the 
time. 

Responsible  service  is  good  hirvest 
material.  It  comes  from  the  freedom 
known  only  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  are 
made  free  by  Christ  and  free  to serve 
in  Christ.  That  is  as  free  as  we  will  ever 
need  to  be. 

Blind  Texas  JBaptists 
to  get  taped  paper 

DALLAS  (BP)— Beginning  in 
January,  blind  Texas  Baptists  till  re¬ 
ceive  their  copy  of  the  Baptist  Stan¬ 
dard,  journal  of  the  Baptist  Goteral 
Convention  of  Texas,  on  tape. 

Through  a  special  arrangenunt  be¬ 
tween  the  Standard  and  the  «burch 
ministries  section  of  the  BGCT,a  cas¬ 
sette  tape  will  be  provided  free  of 
charge  to  the  blind. 

Texas  is  the  fourth  Baptist  conven¬ 
tion  to  begin  such  a  service  t>r  the 
blind.  South  Carolina  began  the  prog¬ 
ram  about  two  years  ago,  and  now 
North  Carolina  and  Arkansas  provide 
such  a  taped  newspaper. 

Lies,  like  chickens,  come  lime  to 
roost. 


By  Jerry  E.  Oswalt,  pastor 
Second  Avenue,  Laurel 
Mark 8:27-29;  Lake  24:25-24 
John  1:35-42;  7:25-31 

The  people  of  Israel  were  eagerly 
awaiting  the  coming  of  their  Messiah 
or  Christ  during  the  lifetime  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  No  wonder  it  was  a  thrilling 
experience  to  discover  that  he  had 
come.  This  explains  the  excitement  of 
the  shepherds  (Lu.  2:20),  of  Simeon 
(Lu.  2:25-32),  and  of  Anna  (Lu.  2:36- 
38). 

It  was  not  as  easy  for  most  of  the 
people  of  Israel  to  accept  Jesus  as  the 
Christ  as  it  had  been  for  the  shepherds, 
for  Simeon,  and  for  Anna.  This  was 
largely  due  to  the  obscuring  of  the  Old 
Testament  portrait  of  the  Messiah  in 
the  teachings  of  the  rabbis.  They 
played  down  the  Suffering  Servant 
role  and  magnified,  the  King  role. 
Their  predominant  image  of  him  was 
as  a  military-political  strong  man  who 
would  provide  them  deliverance  from 
Roman  oppression. 

The  passages  involved  in  this  lesson 
reflect  the  difficulty  the  Jews  had  ac¬ 
cepting  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  when  he 
refused  the  popular  role  and  adopted 
the  servant  role. 

I.  Peter’s  declaration  (Mk.  8:27-2$) 

Jesus,  knowing  that, his  time  re¬ 
maining  with  his  disciples  was  limited , 
sensed  the  urgency  of  their  acknow¬ 
ledging  him  as  the  Christ  and  fully  un¬ 
derstanding  and  agreeing  to  the  true 
nature  of  the  work  of  Christ. 

The  general  confusion  about  his 
identity  among  the  populace  i  ndi- 
cated  in  his  disciples'  answers  •  '■  his 
first  question  (8:27-28).  His  major  in¬ 
terest,  though,  was  who  they,  his  dis¬ 
ciples,  conceived  him  to  be.  Simon’s 
ready  confession,  “Thou  art  the 
Christ”  could  have  only  pleased  him 
more  if  Simon  had  been  ready  to  ac¬ 
cept  Jesus’  concept  of  the  role  of  the 
Messiah  (8:29).  Obviously,  Simon  was 
riot  ready  to  agree  to  it  (8:31-32). 

Because  of  the  disciples’  inadequate 
view  of  the  role  of  the  Messiah,  Jesus 
refused  to  let  them  proclaim  him  as 
the  Christ  at  this  juncture.  First  they 
had  to  hear  and  accept  that  he  as  the 
Christ  must  suffer  and  die  (8:30-31). 

People  do  not  have  to  have  a  com¬ 
plete  understanding  of  Christ  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  him,  but  they  do  need  a  correct 
understanding  of  him  before  proclaim¬ 
ing  him  to  others. 

II.  Two  disciples '  disappointment 

(La.  24:25-24)  . 


The  two  on  the  road  from  Jerusalem 
to  Emmaus  reflected  disappointment 
and  uncertainty  about  Jesus  as  the 
Christ.  Their  hopes  that  he  was  the 
Messiah  had  been  dashed  with  his 
crucifixion.  Even  the  word  that  his 
tomb  was  empty  and  that  some  be¬ 
lieved  him  to  be  alive  again  had  not 
restored  their  hope  (24:13-21). 

When  Jesus  joined  them  incognito, 
he  accused  them  of  being  foolish, 
which  meant  unthinking  or  forgetful, 
because  the  very  events  which  had  de¬ 
terred  their  faith  should  have  en¬ 
hanced  their  faith.  They  had  been 
foretold  in  the  prophets  (24:2526). 

They,  too,  expected  the  Messiah  to 
perform  in  the  military-political  arena 
rather  than  the  spiritual. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  this  was  that 
the  Jews  had  a  warped  doctrine  of  sin 
and  of  man.  They  did  not  see  them¬ 
selves  as  sinners  in  need  of  deliver¬ 
ance  from  sin  through  forgiveness  but 
as  oppressed  people  in  need  of  deliver¬ 
ance  from  Rome  through  military  ac¬ 
tion. 

People  still  try  to  shape  a  Christ  to  fit 
their  finitely  conceived  notions  of 
needs  and  desires  rather  than  to  let 
him  be  himself,  molding  them  and 
making  them  after  his  will .  His  word  is 
as  timely  now  as  it  was  then,  “O  foolish 
men  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe  in  all 
that  the  prophets  have  spoken” 
(24:25)! 

III.  Andrew’s  discovery  (John  1:35 
42) 

John  the  Baptist  used  a  messianic 
title  when  he  referred  two  of  his  disci¬ 
ples  to  Jesus:  “Behold  the  Lamb  of 
God”  (1:36). 

Andrew  and  his  companion,  who 
may  have  been  the  disciple  John,  im¬ 
mediately  followed  Jesus  and  received 
an  invitation  to  visit  with  him  in  his 
temporary  place  of  residence.  They 
probably  talked  at  length  with  him 
about  the  Messiah  (1:37-39). 

Once  Andrew  was  convinced  that 
Jesus  was  the  Christ,  he  excused  him¬ 
self  and  hurried  Off  to  find  Simon  his 
brother.  He  told  him  the  exciting  news 
that  he  had  discovered  the  Christ  and 
had  Peter  accompany  him  back  to  be 
introduced  to  Jesus  (l:40-42a). 

William  Hull  comments  in  the 
Broadman  Commentary  oh  John: 
“Andrew  had  already  learned  from 
John  the  Baptist  ( 1 : 36-37 )  that  the  giv¬ 
ing  of  testimony  to  Christ  is  never 
complete  until  the  hearer  has  been  led 
beyond  the  spokesman  to  the  living  re¬ 


ality  described  by  his  witness.  Thus  he 
not  only  shared  his  discovery  with 
Simon  but  also  brought  him  to  Jesus.  ” 

Andrew  has  always  been  the  New 
Testament  prototype  of  the  genuine 
evangelist.  Once  anyone  becomes 
convinced  through  personal  discovery 
that  Jesus  is  theChrist,  the  only  proper 
response  is  to  share  him  with  others. 
TV.  The  crowd’s  division  (John  7:25 
31) 

Among  the  usual  great  throng  at¬ 
tending  the  annual  Feast  of  Taberna¬ 
cles  to  Jerusalem  the  central  subject 
of  discussion  was  Jesus.  The  key  ques¬ 
tion  was  “Is  he  the  Christ?” 

There  was  a  definite  difference  of 
opinion  about  the  answer  to  this  ques¬ 
tion  among  the  populace,  even  though 
the  religious  leadership  was  uniformly 
against  him.  The  logic  of  both  those 
who  believed  that  he  was  the  Christ 
and  those  who  disbelieved  was  valid 
but  only  the  conclusion  of  the  argu¬ 
ment  of  the  believers  was  true. 

The  problem  with  the  argument  of 
those  who  did  not  believe  to  him  was 
that  one  of  their  premises  was  false. 
Their  argument  was  essentially  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  No  one  knows  where  the  Messiah 
is  from ;  we  know  where  Jesus  is  from ; 
therefore,  he  is notthe  Messiah  (7:27). 

Their  false  premise  was  that  they 
knew  where  he  was  from.  Jesus  re¬ 
futed  it  when  he  said  to  effect  “You 
neither  really  know  me,  nor  do  you  re¬ 
ally  know  where  I  am  from  because 
you  do  not  know  the  One  who  sent  me” 
(7:28-29).  They  knew  his  human  roots 
but  not  his  divine  roots. 

The  argument  of  those  who  did  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  was  the  Christ  went  as 
follows :  The  Christ  will  perform  more 
signs  than  anyone;  Jesus'  record  of 
signs  can  never  be  duplicated  or  bro¬ 
ken;  therefore,  he  is  the  Christ.  Their 
conclusion  was  true  because  both  their 
premises  were  true  and  their- reason¬ 
ing  was  sound. 

The  discovery  of  Jesus,  the  Christ  is 
the  greatest  of  personal  experiences. 
The  ensuing  learning  of  him  in  exciting 
discovery  after  discovery  of  his  claims 
upon  us  and  promises  to  us  is  almost 
equally  as  great 

New  York  (EP)— U.S.  News  It 
World  Report  calls  it  “America’s  Gol¬ 
den  Age  of  Church  Building.”  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  publication,  a  recent  boom  to 
new  church  building  brought  the  value 
of  religious  construction  from  887  mill¬ 
ion  dollars  to  1975  to  1.6  billion  to  1980. 


